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In 1918 Henry Gray,® in concluding a section 
of a paper devoted to the history of and general 
observations on canine distemper, stated that 
“although there may be several specific morbid 
entities included under the generic term of 
distemper, there are, as yet, no reliable data to 
distinguish one from the other” and thought 
that “ until bacteriological research in conjunce- 
tion with clinical study settles beyond any 
dispute the question of the unity or multiplicity 
of infections included in this generic term, the 
various manifestations of it should be accepted 
as belonging to distemper.” 

It is fairly safe to say that the majority of 
the members of the veterinary profession who 
had much to do with canine ‘diseases adopted 
this outlook on the whole question up to the 
time that Laidlaw and Dunkin®* commenced 
their well-known investigations. One’s own 
view, certainly in 1926 after the epidemic of 
so-called nervous distemper, was that the virus 
of canine distemper could at times be markedly 
neurotropic and at others epitheliotropie and 
that the secondary invaders after the basic 
injury were responsible for the rest of the 
picture. That one considered difference 
existed between this neurotropic form and the 
other is evident from the observation that “a 
previous attack of catarrhal distemper appar- 
ently does not confer immunity to the encepha- 
litic form.” 

Laidlaw and Dunkin, after several years’ 
intensive study of experimental distemper in 
young dogs, came to the conclusion that the 
disease was due to a single infective agent. 
This conclusion is well summarised by Laidlaw 
in his contribution on Dog Distemper™ in the 
Medical Research Council's “ System of Bacteri- 
ology,” thus: “ The great divergence between 
‘ases led to the differentiation of several types 
of the disorder, and, at one time, it was thought 
possible that there might be more than one 
distinct disease included under the term ‘ dog 
distemper. It now seems clear, however, that 
there is a single infective agent common to the 
different types, and that many of the symptoms 


*Paper presented to the South-Eastern Division, 
N.V.M.A. on the occasion of the Annual General 
(Silver Jubilee) Meeting of the Division, held at 
Maidstone, February 25th, 1937. 


at one time regarded as part and parcel of the 
distemper syndrome are really due to invasion 
of damaged tissue by secondary infective agents. 
The evidence in favour of this view is based on 
the experimental study of the disease in suscep- 
tible puppies.” 

Shortly after the appearance of Laidlaw and 
Dunkin’s findings R. G. Green’? and his associ- 
ates at the University of Minnesota, published 
a general description of an epizobdtic disease 
amongst foxes which they termed “ Epizoétic 
Fox Encephalitis.” This work was based on a 
study of virus Giseanes of foxes over a period 
of four or five years. As their disease was 
transmissible to dogs, they went to a good deal 
of trouble to compare it to the disease produced 
by the canine distemper virus of Laidlaw and 
Dunkin. They stated (p. 111): “ Our experi- 
ments show conclusively that the two diseases 
are distinct entities. Dogs which have re- 
covered from an active infection with the virus 
of Laidlaw and Dunkin have subsequently 
shown no immunity to our virus. hyper- 
immune serum showing a marked suppressive 
action for fox encephalitis virus fails to pro- 
duce a similar effect on the canine distemper 
virus when tested on both ferrets and foxes. 
Large doses of potent fox encephalitis virus 
fail to produce symptoms of disease in young 
ferrets and such injections fail to stimulate 
immunity against subsequent inoculation with 
the Laidlaw-Dunkin virus.” 

These same investigators state (p. 110): 
“The questions are stidl open as to whether our 
virus produces a natural infection in dogs and 
whether the virus of Laidlaw and Dunkin pro- 
duces a natural infection in foxes. There is 
evidence to suggest that the two diseases occur 
naturally in both foxes and dogs.. The pathology 
which we have found in the central nervous 
system of foxes dying from our virus is similar 
to the various descriptions of central nervous 
system pathology generally described through- 
out the literature for the central nervous 
system distemper of dogs.” 

It will probably be asked, * Why bring this 
fox disease into the present paper?’ The reason 
is this—that as a result of the studies of pure 
‘anine distemper by Laidlaw and Dunkin, and 
of the protective inoculations based on these 
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studies, it has become possible for the first time 
to observe in the field diseases of dogs believed 
to be highly immunised against distemper of 
the Laidlaw-Dunkin type. As a result of these 
clinical observations it has become more and 
more evident that, in all probability, there exists 
among dogs in this country more than one 
disease hitherto described as “ distemper” and 
that one of these diseases is in many of its 
characteristics very similar to, or even identical 
with, the disease described in America as fox 
encephalitis. 

In a preliminary note last November there 
was described briefly a syndrome under the 
title of “‘ Dry Distemper ” or “ Infectious Brown 
Mouth” of the dog,” and for the purpose of 
this discussion it is necessary to recapitulate 
a good deal of what appeared in that contribu- 
tion. If it is ultimately accepted that the 
clinical and experimental evidence is strong 
enough to differentiate this syndrome into a 
specific disease separate from the canine dis- 
temper due to the Laidlaw-Dunkin virus, then 
it is only too evident that the veterinary profes- 
sion will have to re-educate the public on this 
subject, otherwise the eminently successful 
protective inoculations devised by Laidlaw and 
Dunkin might come into disrepute owing to the 
depredations of this second disease giving rise 
to the impression that the inoculations had 
failed to protect against distemper. 

Suspicion was first aroused by the fact that 
when alleged “ breakdowns” occurred in any 
numbers to the protective inoculation against 
distemper, the majority of dogs showed a defi- 
nite and similar train of symptoms. Whilst a 
certain margin of failure might be anticipated 
in a process involving the injection of a living 
virus, yet it seemed more than coincidence that 
the same train of symptoms should occur in 
immunised dogs in widely separated districts 
in these so-called “ breakdowns.” Suspicion was 
further increased when it was found that 
ferrets remained healthy after exposure in 
premises in which such “ breakdowns” were 
occurring. 

The term “ Dry Distemper ”’ is applied by the 
public to illnesses in dogs in which many of the 
symptoms to be described are found. In order 
to get away from the misapprehension that may 
arise from the use of the word “ distemper ”’ it 
has been suggested that the term “ Infectious 
Brown Mouth of Dogs” might be used—a name 
based on one of the most characteristic lesions 
of the disease. 

“Dry Distemper” or “Infectious Brown 
Mouth” has been observed in the following 
circumstances :— 

(1) As epidemics in kennels of dogs immun- 
ised against virus distemper by the Laidlaw- 
Dunkin methods. 

(2) As outbreaks kennels” non- 
immunised dogs, 


(3) As isolated cases. 

(4) As so-called “ severe early reactions” in 
the process of immunisation (following injec- 
tion of canine distemper virus into dogs which 
are already in the early stages of the infection). 

(5) As mixed infection with true distemper. 

“Dry Distemper” has been recognised in 
dogs of all ages. Its incidence has been 
observed to be particularly heavy among young 
dogs between three and six months of age. 
Immunity to “ distemper,” whether naturally or 
artificially acquired, appears to bear no rela- 
tionship to the occurrence of the condition. 


SyMPTOMS 


The disease can be divided into three forms— 
sub-acute, acute and chronic (the sub-acute type 
is dealt with first because it is most frequently 
observed in practice). The clinical picture, 
however, even in these forms varies consider- 
ably at times, dependent largely on the action 
of secondary invaders, as is the case in true 
distemper infection. 


SuB-ACUTE TyPE 


In actual practice this type constitutes the 
majority of observed cases, as seen in epidemic 
and endemic form in large kennels. 

The onset of the disease is sudden, with a 
high temperature (105° to 106°) lasting usually 
about two days. There may be a little vomiting. 
There is commonly a slight cough and examina- 
tion of the throat will usually reveal a definite 
tonsillitis. Less frequently the pharynx is 
involved. 

After this primary rise of temperature there 
is a sharp drop to nearly normal and the animal 
appears considerably better and commences to 
feed again. It is not unusual in this type of the 
disease for affected animals to feed fairly well 
during the first ten days or so, especially on 
meat, in spite of the fact that they are obviously 
losing body weight. 

But soon there is a secondary rise of tem- 
perature simulating that seen in distemper. As 
a general rule, the range of temperature in the 
secondary phase is not so high as in the latter 
disease. There may be marked exceptions to 
this. The febrile course is often very protracted 
and as long as there is any intermittent tem- 
perature there is always the danger of onset of 
nervous phenomena. 

It is during the secondary febrile phase that 
the characteristic “ brown mouth ” is developed. 
Examination of the molar teeth, anterior and 
posterior aspects, will reveal the presence of a 
brown slime which is quite easily removed by 
rubbing the teeth with dry cotton-wool. At the 
same time very slight pressure on the edge of 
the gums will cause them to bleed. After 
thorough cleansing of the teeth, they will be 
found a few hours later covered with the same 
slimy material again. If neglected the mucous 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
hs 


THE VETERINARY RECORD, 


June 19th, 1937. 


membranes overlying these dirty teeth will 
become necrotic and offensive. The gums recede 
and expose the sensitive parts of the teeth, and 
affected animals may resent strongly any 
handling of the mouth. 

During the early phase of the disease the 
howels may appear normal or even constipated, 
but during the second febrile stage varying 
degrees of offensive diarrhoea set in, with or 
without blood and mucus. 

The conjunctivae become injected, but rarely 
to the extent usually seen in catarrhal dis- 
temper. A small amount of purulent secretion 
tends to accumulate at the inner canthus, 
especially in those cases showing marked 
wasting. There is not much tendency to develop 
au nasal discharge, although if pharyngitis is 
present, a thin, yellowish discharge sometimes 
admixed with blood is seen. It is apparently 
this absence of gross discharge from the eyes 
and nostrils that has led people to describe 
such cases as “ dry distemper.” 

In most outbreaks one will usually encounter 
a case or two of profound jaundice. Dogs 
affected with “ Dry Distemper ” invariably lose 
body weight rather rapidly, but if jaundice 
supervenes they seem to waste away in a few 
days. 

Careful observation will reveal involvement 
of the nervous system, even in the mildest of 
cases. Many of the so-called “ hysteria” cases 
alleged to have been followed by distemper have 
on investigation proved to be associated with 
“Infectious Brown Mouth” (personal observa- 
tion). The clinical phenomena seen during an 
epizobtic include acute neuritis, especially 
sciatica and lumbago, various forms of para- 
plegia, convulsions, profound lethargies, blind- 
ness, deafness, chorea. Even in dogs showing 
no obvious nervous symptoms, the general 
depression and sleepiness of the majority of 
‘ases would suggest the existence of severe 
headaches. 

In this type most of the fatalities are brought 
about by involvement of the nerve centres. 
Although enteritis is frequently present it is 
not generally of a severity such that a fatal 
termination could be attributed to this cause 
alone. 

Infection of puppies up to six months of age 
almost invariably brings about great damage te 
the permanent teeth, and when the latter are 
fully erupted they are found to be severely 
“pitted” and the enamel discoloured and of 
poor quality, showing the so-called.“ distemper 
marks.” 

AcuTE TYPE 

In this form the onset is again sudden; there 
may be extreme prostration, temperature may 
be very high and vomiting is often severe. 
There may be temporary improvement coinci- 
dent with a fall of temperature. 

A few days later the temperature will shoot 
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up suddenly, vomiting recurs and acute offen- 
sive diarrhoea supervenes, with a rapid fall of 
temperature to sub-normal., There is marked 
thirst, but any attempt to administer liquid 
foods is resisted strongly, as though the throat 
gave great pain. (There is always pharyngitis 
and tonsillitis present.) 

The teeth rapidly become coated in slime and 
there is a tendency for the mouth to assume an 
appearance similar to that described in “ Stutt- 
gart Disease.” The mouth gives out a very 
offensive odour of stale urine. Death may take 
place within 48 hours of relapse, the dog pass- 
ing into a comatose state, with liquid faeces 
dribbling away from the anus. 

In those that live longer, the conjunctivae 
become very injected, and clear-cut central 
corneal ulcers may develop. A haemorrhagic, 
purulent nasal discharge appears and death 
supervenes usually from involvement of the 
nervous system. 

In one outbreak of the acute type in a kennel 
of distemper-immunised dogs numbering 23, 
there were ten deaths, five from acute enteritis 
and toxaemia (convulsions), two from = pneu- 
monia, two from acute encephalitis, and one 
from chorea. Fourteen had septic mouths and 
four perforating corneal ulcers. 


CHRONIC TYPE 

In kennels where the disease has been more 
or less endemic one finds, in addition to cases 
of the sub-acute type, a number of young dogs 
that will not thrive, in spite of good appetite. 
Not only will they eat all food offered to them, 
but they appear to have an insatiable appetite 
for filth of any sort, especially dung. Not 
infrequently they are observed to be lame, more 
especially on a hind leg, and examination of the 
sciatic nerve will reveal acute pain. 

The teeth, although not covered with brown 
slime, are usually without the lustre associated 
with young, healthy teeth. Examination of the 
throat will reveal very pronounced, inflamed 
tonsils, even though there may have been no 
history of cough or malaise. A bi-daily record- 
ing of the temperature will reveal that there is 
an irregular, intermittent rise, and this state of 
affairs may continue for very many weeks, in 
some cases months, until either recovery occurs 
or convulsions or recurrent “ hysteria ” enforce 
the destruction of the dog. 

The fact that quite a number of dogs appar- 
ently recover, and yet can relapse after several 
months raises the question of the possible 
existence of “ carriers.” There is much clinical 
evidence to suggest that some recovered dogs 
will carry infection into clean kennels months 
after they are apparently normal. In_ this 
connection it is obvious that if apparently 
normal young dogs show inflamed tonsils it is 
not wise to inoculate them either with dis- 
temper yaccine-virus or serum-virus, otherwise 
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the flare-up of an already existing infection 
might be attributed to the specific effect of the 
vaccination products. 


Morsip ANATOMY 


In the acute types haemorrhagic effusions 
into almost any part of the body, especially the 
cavities, are commonly found. One may find 
four or five ounces of blood-stained fluid in the 
peritoneum and in the pleura of a dog that has 
been ill only for a few days. In other cases a 
great deal of blood is extravasated into the 
lumen of the bowel and into the stomach, and 
within a few hours of the onset of illness the 
dog is dead. 

Enteritis and enlargement of the mesenteric 
glands are the commonest macroscopical lesions. 
The kidneys are almost invariably congested in 
the acute cases and their involvement would 
appear to have some connection with the 
development of severe mouth lesions. Pneumonia 
is not frequent, but jaundice is seen occasion- 
ally. There may be two or three animals with 
the latter condition in one kennel. 

Histologically, a good deal of attention has 
been paid to the central nervous system. In 
almost every case examined which showed 
nervous phenomena, lesions have been found 
identical to those described as occurring in the 
so-called neryous form of distemper, notably 
perivascular sheath infiltration of round cells, 
i.e., “cuffing,” proliferation of glia-cells, and 
discrete haemorrhages.!: 3, 4,5, 11, 12 In some cases 
demyelination of the type described by Perdrau 
and Pugh’ has been found (Oakley). In none 
of the cases which showed nervous phenomena 
has it been possible to demonstrate the presence 
of the Laidlaw-Dunkin virus by the inoculation 
of ferrets with nervous tissues. (Dr. Oakley, 
Wellcome Research Institute, personal communi- 
eation.) Laidlaw has already drawn attention 
to this point,, p. 236. He said: “ The relation- 
ship of the condition described by Pugh to 
distemper remains uncertain, as cases occur in 
dogs which are ‘over distemper’ and which 
therefore are immune. Moreover, brain tissue 
from such cases will not infect ferrets.” 
[Unpublished observations (Laidlaw). ] 


Discussion 


There is a marked clinical resemblance 
between epizoétic fox encephalitis and “ Dry 
Distemper” in dogs. The symptoms observed 
in an outbreak appear to depend largely on the 
stage at which the observations are made and 
thus symptoms mostly of a “ nervous” or of a 
“ gastro-enteric ” form predominate. 

In the case of fox disease, at the commence- 
ment of an epizoétic in a large ranch, the 
disease is hyper-acute and the symptoms mainly 
nervous. As the epizoétic progresses its clinical 
character changes, till at the end the symptoms 
are chiefly determined by the secondary in- 


vaders, mostly referable to the alimentary 
canal, and bear a striking resemblance to many 
of those seen in the sub-acute form of “ Dry 
Distemper.” In this country, of course, ranches 
of four or five thousand dogs do not exist and 
it is impossible to get a true comparative 
picture. Clinically, the acute outbreak of so- 
called nervous distemper such as described in 
this country in 1925 and 19268, bears a 
remarkable resemblance to the description of 
the acute phase of fox encephalitis, and it is 
suggested that in “ Dry Distemper” one may 
be dealing with the end of a _ widespread 
epizoétic which started as acute so-called 
nervous distemper. 


Summary and Conclusion 


A disease affecting dogs in this country is 
described under the term “ Dry Distemper” or 
“Infectious Brown Mouth of Dogs.” It is 
characterised by fever, showing a high primary 
and a lower and more protracted secondary 
temperature rise, tonsillitis (cough), character- 
istic brown slime on the molar teeth, bleeding 
and necrosis of the edge of the gums, nervous 
involvement varying from simple neuritis to 
severe encephalitis, and enteritis of varying 
degrees of intensity. It is suggested that much 
of the so-called nervous distemper of the dog is, 
in all probability, this disease, the cause of 
which is not the virus described by Laidlaw 
and Dunkin but probably another virus hitherto 
undescribed, and that when no complications 
occur the nervous symptoms only are found. 
On the other hand, when the sub-acute gastro- 
enteric form with nervous sequelae occurs, the 
cause is probably the action of secondary 
invading organisms which may become more 
active during the course of an epizoétic of the 
original virus infection. 
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UNG. IODERMIOL 


Hewlett’s Stainless Iodine Ointment. 


An excellent non-staining, non-irritating Iodine Ointment, recommended for Capped Hocks, Spavin, Ringbone, 
Synovitis, Skin Diseases, Enlarged Glands, Cracked Heel, and as a Resolvent, Is stronger than the B.P. 1914 Ointment 
whilst it does not harden or discolour the skin, and is more rapidly absorbed. 


Price 6/- lb.; 5 lbs. 5/9 lb. 


IODERMIOL. A bland, emollient and non-irritating preparation of Iodine in concentrated liquid form 
superior to the Tincture of Iodine in strength, yet causes no stain, inflammation or irritation ot the skin. 
Price 1/- per oz., 12/=- per lb. 

LIN. IODERMIOL. Price 3/- per lb., W.Qt. 2/9 per lb. 

OLEUM IODERMIOL. Contains about 5 per cent. Iodine, in a bland, neutral, oily basis. 
W.Qts. 5/9 per Ib. 


ANTITHERMOGEN 


(HEWLETT’S) 
An Antiseptic and Absorbent Dressing for Inflammation, Tendonitis, Sprains, &c. 


As a substitute for the old-fashioned poultice, this preparation has many advantages. It is not an ointment, but when 
warmed, spread on Cloth, and applied to the affected part, acts as an antiseptic, anodyne and absorbent. It can be 
left on inflammatory parts for 12 to 24 hours. 


3-lb., 18/-doz.; 1-lb., 30/-doz.; 2-lbs.,54/-doz. In seamless metal containers, free. 


PREPARED ONLY BY 


J. HEWLETT & SON, Ltd., exper 
35—42 CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, E.C.2. 


| 


Price 6/= per lb. 


Dr. Burdizzo’s 
Bloodless Castrators 


For Lambs, Calves, Bulls, Pigs. No blood. No risk 
of poisoning. Simple. The patent Dr. Burdizzo 
Cord Stop feature ensures retention of cord. 


Patent knee rest attachment for use with large 
models frees one hand to hold the cord. 


PRICES 
Cord Stop Models Plain Jaw Models 
9 in. 19 in. 8 in. 19 in. 


42/6u0057/6 32/- up 0 53/- 


| Particularly suitable fér young animals, pre- 


venting anemia and other deficiency com- 

plaints. ‘The combination of iron with other 

ingredients makes it easily assimilated and 

forms a complete mineral tonic for the very 
young. 


Pint Bottle 5/- 
4 Gallon Bottle- -  15/- 


Orders {£1 and upwards, Carriage Paid (goods 
train) to any Railway Station in Great Britain 


(Discount to the Veterinary Profession) 


Knee Rest 7/6 extra. Obtainable or, Boots 

Write for the Burdizzo Catalogue. | ‘Branches Depa see 

The Cooper-Stewart Engineering Co., Ltd., | of— se Nottingham 


136-7 Long Acre, London, W.C.2. 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO., LTD., NOTTM. 
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i ACUTE ECZEMA OINTMENT 


(VETERINARY) 


For Erythema, etc., in pet dogs. Composed of Calamine, Salicylic Acid with Oxide of 
Zinc, etc., perfumed. ‘To be well rubbed into the affected parts three or four times a week. 


i Price 3/- per lb. In 1 oz. and 2 oz. pots, 6/6 and 9/- per doz. 
it In tubes, 6/6 per doz. 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM 


(VETERINARY) 
The Combined Carbonates of BISMUTH, MAGNESIUM, CALCIUM and SODIUM 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM will be found most effective in the treatment of Acute Gastritis. 

Ordinary cases of Indigestion are speedily relieved, and in the more serious digestive troubles 

gratifying results will be obtained by the continued employment of BISMA-CALNA CREAM. 

DOSE (for dogs). In acute cases, half teaspoonful to one tablespoonful, according to size and 
breed every two hours; later reduced to twice daily. 


PRICE 1/6 per lb. Winchesters 1/4 per Ib. 


JOHN RICHARDSON & Co., Leicester, Ltd. 


Manufacturing Chemists, 
: Established 1793. LEICESTER. Incorporated 1891 


Dog and Cat Electrocution Cabinets 


For use on alternating currents of commercial 
frequencies at voltages up to 250; or on direct 
current by the addition of a rotary converter 


DOG CABINET - £65 
CAT CABINET - £35 


A number of Tests were carried out with these Cabinets at 
various places by the Special Committee appointed by the 
N.V.M.A. to study the subject of small animal euthanasia, and 
the following is an extract from their report :— 
“Of the methods employed by animal welfare bodies for the destruction of large numbers 


of unwanted animals as witnessed by the committee that of the electrical chamber is by far 
the best and is strongly recommended.” 


« 


Among the users of this apparatus are :— 
The Dogs’ Homes, Battersea, Bow and Glasgow; National Canine Defence League; 
R.S.P.C.A.; Our Dumb Friends League; the Corporat:ons of Derby, Nottingham, etc., etc. 


Patentees and Manufacturers : 


General Eleetriecal Construction and 


Maintenanee. Limited 
35, CANNON STREET LONDON, E.C.4 


Phone - CITY 2749 
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(Time did not allow of full discussion of the 
foregoing paper, and it was decided to post- 
pone further consideration to the next meeting, 
following the opening observations, by Mr. 
Hodgman, given below. | 

Mr. S. F. J. HODGMAN, M.R.C.Vv.S., of Beckenham, 
opened the discussion in the following terms:—- 

In opening the discussion I must first congratu- 
late Major Pugh on his excellent paper, although 
the condition is not an entirely new one, it 
having been observed before, but not under these 
names. This, however, is, I believe, the first 
time it has been described with such clarity. 
He has put in a lot of good work, and has given 
us a great deal te think about. [| am hoping 
there will be a lively discussion, 

Before entering on the subject of Major Pugh’s 
paper I would like to make one or two observa: 
tions on true distemper. We all, I hope, 
appreciate the difficulty sometimes experienced 
in diagnosing true distemper, particularly in the 
carly stages, and also realise the very great aid 
we have in distemper serum once that diagnosis 
has been made. What greyhound tracks would 
have done without it I cannot imagine. I 
personally, whenever possible, give serum at 
once to any young dog with a febrile condition 
and no other diagnostic symptoms—if the 
temperature is not due to virus infection then 
I have done no harm, but on the other hand, 
if it should be distemper, the serum = seldom 
fails, if given sufficiently early. I do not think 
the serum is of any use once complications 
have set in. I also think that it is necessary 
sometimes to give more than 10 ¢.c. of serum. 

In connection with the technique of inocula- 
tion, I do not think a dog can pass on infection 
to a non-immunised dog while undergoing this 
immunisation except by virus being left on the 
skin, or coat, during the inoculation. There is, 
however, a great risk in this connection. | 
use two hypodermic needles, one to withdraw 
the mixture into the syringe, and the other for 
injecting the fluid to the animal. 

Regarding the so-called “ breakdowns.” How 
many of these are really breakdowns? I have 
seen cases where the dog has been immunised 
by the Laidlaw-Dunkin Method and some six 
months later has developed a temperature, dis- 
charge from the nose and eyes, sometimes cough 
and diarrhoea; in fact, in general appearances 
the case is clinically distemper and complica- 
tions. A blood test into a ferret, however, has 
given negative results. Had it not been for this 
test the case might quite easily have been 
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diagnosed as one of distemper, which would 
constitute a breakdown, or as I have sometimes 
heard said, “The dog has distemper for the 
second time.” 

I am of the opinion that the conditions some- 
limes regarded as the complications of distemper 
‘an, and do, arise without virus being the 
primary factor, and as the result of this infection 
“distemper ” is diagnosed. This, of course, leads 
to a lot of misunderstanding, 

Major Pugh mentions the inadvisability of 
inoculating a dog against distemper if tonsillitis 
is present; precautions should be taken that the 
dog is absolutely fit. This brings me to the 
main point of Major Pugh’s paper. Is dry 
distemper or brown mouth caused by a separate 
virus, causing symptoms similar to the gastro- 
enteric form of distemper? Or is it an infec- 
tion which can arise either as a complication 
of true’ distemper or independently of it? 
Frankly, | am not prepared to answer that ques- 
tion, but Professor Dalling may help us in that 
direction, 

The condition described by Major Pugh is quite 
common in greyhounds, particularly youngsters 
imported from Ireland, and arise’ in 
immunised and non-immunised dogs. 

The first I] usually hear about a case is that 
the dog has had an attack of hysteria or that 
the dog is off its food. Greyhounds, of course, 
are handled so often daily that what might be 
missed in an ordinary kennel is likely to be 
seen sooner in their case, 

On examination an alarming temperature is 
often found—105° F, or higher. Tonsillitis is 
very often present, and the other characteristic 
symptoms as described by Major Pugh soon 
follow. 

I would like to ask Major Pugh if, when 
diarrhoea is present, he has ever tried formalin 
injections intravenously, as described by Dr. 
McCunn for the condition known as infective 
gastro-enteritis? And if so, with what result? 
Also if he considers there is any connection 
between the two conditions. 

On post-mortem examination in what condition 
does he find the stomach, as [ do not think 
he has mentioned this organ? Has Major Pugh 
seen brown mouth in dogs other than pups, 
and has he = observations regarding 
immunity? 

I heartily agree with Major Pugh that the 
general public want educating regarding our 
present knowledge of distemper to prevent the 
inoculation getting into disrepute. At the 
moment, some people, and particularly dog 
breeders, who in the ordinary way appear to 
be reasonably intelligent, blame the inoculation 
against distemper for everything from a dog 
failing to win at a show down to a broken leg. 

In conclusion, I am sure that I express the 
thanks of all present to Major Pugh for his very 
instructive paper. 
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Bournemouth 
Meeting Place for 1937 Veterinary Congress 


A town of glorious scenery and _ healthy 
climate affording all manner of pleasures, 
Bournemouth could not be bettered as a resort 
for an annual meeting of congress. Both the 
scientific and social sides of such a gathering 
will be well catered for. 


This “ city by the sea,” built almost entirely 
during the last hundred years, is by its very 
newness and cleanness pleasant and attractive. 
The town lies along the edge of the Bay between 
the ancient seaport of Poole on the west, and 
Christchurch on the east, truly a_ superb 
“garden city” perched high above sea level, 
facing full south and open to the gentle breeze 
from the English Channel, basking in the sun. 


Bournemouth’s public buildings include the 
Municipal Technical College, the Russell Cotes 
Art Gallery and Museum, well-equipped public 
libraries—which afford easy access to books in 
all departments—and a Town Hall of which it 
is justly proud. ‘There are also a generous 
supply of well-run hotels and unusually good 
shops of all descriptions. Amusement centres 
include four theatres, 13 cinemas, and a large 
ice skating rink; a pavilion, comprising ball 
room, concert room, and restaurant; good 
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facilities for sea and sun bathing, and a newly- 
opened palatial municipal swimming bath add 
yet other attractive features, 

The town itself is rich in open spaces, parks, 
pleasure gardens and playing fields. There are 
two municipal 18-hole golf courses, besides six 
others on the outskirts of the town, all in 
exceptionally beautiful surroundings. Over 70 
public tennis courts exist, each spring the Hard 
Court Tennis Championships being played at 
Melville Park. Cricket, croquet, bowls, hockey, 
and football are catered for, whilst boating and 
fishing may be had on Stour and Avon. 

Both in the Borough and in the surrounding 
counties of Dorset and Hampshire, antiquities, 
such as coins, urns, arrow-heads, and other pre- 
historic treasures, are constantly being 
unearthed. Even in Talbot Woods, in the very 
centre of the town, barrows exist, monuments 
to the ancient Britons who lie buried there. 
Hengistbury Head on the Christchurch side 
(scheduled as an Ancient Monument), and 
Maiden Castle on the Dorset side, are too well 
known to need more than mention, both being 
of profound interest to the antiquary. 

Visitors taking whole- or half-day trips may 
enjoy steam boat excursions, either round the 
Isle of Wight; round the quaint old harbour of 
Poole, with its picturesque islands, visiting 
historical Wareham on the way; or to Lulworth 
Cove, Swanage and Weymouth. Those who 
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Tue CENTRAL GARDENS, BOURNEMOUTH, 


prefer motoring may go (1) West by way of 
Ringwood, Lymington and the New Forest; or 
(2) North-east through Dorset, over the beauti- 
ful heathland Hardy Country, visiting in 
passing Hardy’s cottage at Bockhampton, 
driving on through Dorchester—once a Roman 
city, now a market town, but possessing a 
history fascinating and full of interest, and near- 
by the town a very ancient pre-historic monu- 
ment in Maiden Castie. Then to Weymouth afid 
on along by Chesil Beach to Portland, the stone 
quarries here having been worked for centuries 
and utilised for so many of England’s most 
famous buildings; or (8) East along the coast- 
line to Corfe Castle, Swanage and Lulworth 
Cove. The Blue Pool at Furzebrook, on the 
Corfe and Swanage road, is worth a visit. 
Motorists will appreciate the excellent road- 
ways everywhere about the district. ; 

Bournemouth possesses the finest Municipa 
Orchestra in the Kingdom; started, in 1893, by 
Sir Dan Godfrey, now carried on with much 
acceptance by Mr. Richard Austin. The after- 
noon concerts, held on Sundays and Thursdays, 
attract music lovers from all parts, being at 
times broadcast. In 1911, the Municipal Choir 
of 200 selected voices was formed. Indeed, 
Bournemouth’s record in its enterprise for 
musie ig unequalled anywhere, 

A special feature of this year’s meeting will 
be an all-day excursion to Southampton Docks, 


PAVILION, BOURNEMOUTH 


where it is hoped visitors will be able to see 
over one of the liners and the fine new docks. 

The ever-popular golf competition will doubt- 
less attract the usual enthusiastic following. 
On Wednesday in Congress Week the Annual 
Banquet will be attended by a number of 
distinguished guests. It is hoped that as many 
members as possible, with their friends, will 
attend so that this gathering may constitute a 


record, 
JEAN ForRBES KINNEAR. 
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Report of the N.V.M.A. 


Special Committee 
Small Animal Euthanasia 


E are glad to be able to announce to our 
readers the issue of the Report of the 
Special Committee of the N.V.M.A, on Small 
Animal Euthanasia. A review elsewhere in this 
number will give in greater detail the nature 
of the content of this very notable publication. 
No veterinary surgeon in general practice who 
coneerns himself with our domestic pets can 
fail to become aware of the intense concern 
of the owner to obtain assurance that the 
putting to sleep of his pet shall be carried out 
gently and with a minimum of consciousness 
or feeling of the process employed. One may 
carry out long and expensive treatments or 
perform operations without any questionings as 
to the technical aids employed, but as soon as 
the proposal to end life as a humane and 
necessary course is suggested, then the owner 
will in most instances at once want to know 
the means to be employed, and often even at 
considerable personal distress insist on being 
present while the rite is performed. There is no 
harm in pointing out, in these matter-of-fact 
days, the essentially priestly nature of the act 
we are so often called upon to undertake, 
Without embarking on philosophic dissertations 
on this aspect of our work, it seems clear that, 
provided the motive and the method are the 
best available, we may go our ways with clean 
consciences in this matter. 

The motive for death is the concern of the 
individual, and his own conscience. The 
method, thanks to this publication, lies to our 
hand. That our national association has seen 
fit to appoint such a highly qualified committee 
to consider exhaustively this subject of 
* beautiful death,” and to publish their findings 
in a& Way comprehensible to veterinarian and 
layman alike is an unmistakable indication of 
our desire as a profession to lead the way in 
humanising whenever possible our unpleasant 
duty. 

That the committee have nobly succeeded in 
a noble task is evident from a perusal of the 
report. In style and arrangement it is a 
model of what such report should be, 


Dispassionately, without fear or favour, with a 
minimum of verbiage, it reviews each available 
method of euthanasia in turn. Reasons, almost 
entirely unanimous, are given for praise or 
condemnation of each method reviewed. In 
short, every practitioner has now to hand a 
vade mecum of the most advanced thought on 
this subject. 

The prestige of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, and, therefore, of the 
profession, cannot fail to be enhanced by such 
a publication as this. We hope it will receive 
the widest possible publicity and quotation in 
the lay Press, and may in time be available 
in translation for’ study by those of other 
nations. Whatever its fate in this regard, we 
of the veterinary profession may be glad and 
proud that it has fallen to us to make such 
a notable contribution to the world on animal 
humanitarianism. We congratulate the members 
of the committee and thank them for their 
labours now so successfully concluded, 
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AGRICULTURAL RETURNS, 1937 


In connection with census inquiries that are 
being undertaken this year into the production 
of meat, eggs and poultry, the Ministry is anxious 
to obtain fuller information than is collected 
annually; for this purpose certain additional 
questions have been inserted in a supplementary 
schedule. These questions relate to the births 
and deaths of livestock; the number of poultry 
killed for food or sold alive for immediate killing 
or for fattening; the number of day old chicks 
sold; and the number of eggs produced. All 
these additional questions relate to the year 
ending May 31st, 1937. The furnishing of 
particulars in reply to these questions is volun- 
tary on the part of the occupier, but the 
information is essential for the proper considera- 
tion of some of the problems affecting the 
agricultural industry. 
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REVIEW 


Small pry Euthanasia 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION* 

The demonstration by a member of the 
Euthanasia Committee (Professor Wright) 
during the Congress at Scarborough last year, 
of the various techniques of euthanasia reconi- 
mended by the Special Committee of the 
N.V.M.A., appointed in April, 1933, made it 
obvious to those who witnessed it that the 
subsequent report was likely to be uncommonly 
interesting and useful. The report is now 
available and may be obtained from the oflices 
of the N.V.M.A. at the price of five shillings. 
It is well written, excellently produced and 
printed. It must and will be studied by every 
practitioner, Every humane society and animal 
dispensary will wish to acquire copies to 
distribute among those of its members whose 
duties bring them the task of destroying animals 
painlessly. And to owners of pets it will come 
as a boon that, thanks to the veterinary 
profession of this country, euthanasia has been 
brought to a pitch of technical perfection 
whereby every animal whose death for various 
reasons has been declared necessary, can be 
given the certainty of a painless end. 

The report covers some 60 pages, with 
illustrations both of the newer methods 
advocated by the committee and the latest 
apparatus available. An introduction of five 
pages explains the aims of the committee and 
the way in which their research was organised. 
Specialists from every veterinary college in the 
British Isles had a share in each task so that 
the report is a truly collaborative one. In the 
result its findings can be said to have an 
authority that is truly national in its scope, a 
fact which lends enhanced value to the report 
as being the considered voice of the profession. 

Following the introduction, the lethal drugs 
in common use, vis., hydrocyanie acid, strych- 
nine, and magnesium sulphate, are discussed 
in turn. Then comes a_ chapter pre- 
narcotisation by the non-volatile group of 
narcotics and anaesthetics. Nembutal, as might 
be expected by those who have used this drug, 
emerges easily as the best of these agents. 
Four pages are then devoted to a consideration 
of chloroform. Emphasis wisely is laid on the 
common misconception of the lay mind that 
chloroform by itself is an ideal anaesthetic for 
dogs and eats. 


“Issued by the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 36, 
Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. Plates ix. Pp. 59. 
Price 5s. 
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Full consideration is given to the use of the 
lethal chamber and it is concluded that this 
panacea of the would-be humanitarian is far 
from humane, The committee’s findings should 
lead to much heartburning and scrapping of 
expensive apparatus by many, but they will be 
happy in the realisation that less suffering will 
be caused to the animals. This chapter is 
particularly well written in unequivocal lan- 
guage, comprehensible, as it should be, to the 
Jayman, and we hope to see it widely quoted. 

Of great interest is the section devoted to 
destruction by means of firearms, employing 
bullets or captive bolt mechanisms, Whatever 
its institutional value, the reviewer agrees with 
the report that this method may be distasteful 
to sensitive owners. This would be a pity, for 
with recommended apparatus it is among the 
Inost humane methods of destruction.* 

Euthanasia by electrical shock is adequately 
dealt with. There seems to be room for 
improvement in the apparatus available, as to 
the voltage and amperage measurement of the 
current actually reaching the patient, and some 
shadow of doubt flickers between the lines as 
to the actuality of the unconsciousness existing 
after the induction of electrical shock. But the 
hints of the committee in these directions are 
not likely to be in print for long before their 
suggestions become fact at the hands of our 
enterprising manufacturers of apparatus. In 
fact on page 49 the suggested improvements 
to the Golledge euthanator, necessary to earn 
the complete blessing of the committee, seem so 
simple of execution that we wonder why the 
committee did not have the desired instrument 
constructed. A report on this, instead of the 
less perfect type illustrated, appears the only 
weak point throughout the report. 

Consideration of the electrolethaler and 
euthanator leads on to the various “ cabinet ” 
methods of destruction, where high volt-ampere 
characteristics are the rule, as against the low 
voltages of the tong apparatus. Here again 
it is evident that noav many institutions will 
have to query the value of their apparatus for 
humane destruction in the light of the commit- 
tee’s opinions. 

Throughout the report the reader is kept 
aware that the aim of the committee has been, 
without fear or favour, to secure a “ square 
deal” for both dog and cat, taking into 
consideration the differing psychological make- 
up of each species, its state of health and its 
environment at the lethal hour. The profession 

(Continued at foot of col. 1, page 766.) 


*In the correspondence columns of this issue, 
Dr. Fred Bullock, Secretary of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, draws attention to 
the position of the veterinary surgeon in relation 
to the legal requirements governing the 
possession of humane killers. 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Gas-Gangrene Infection of 


Bovine Lung 


J. W. MACAULAY, B.Sc. (LOND.), M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M. 


N’GAMILAND VETERINARY STATION, 
BrECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE 

Subject.—Police draught ox, five years old, 
N’gamiland native breed. 

History.—The animal had been in rather poor 
condition for some weeks. Died suddenly at 
pasture some four hours after being put out of 
the kraal. 

Procedure.—-AsS a routine measure, a native 
inoculator was sent to procure two blood 
smears. Anthrax was eliminated. 

Post-mortem Examination.—There was no 
sign of snake bite or other external abnor- 
mality, except a swelling along the neck below 
the jugular furrows. With confidence in the 
smnear examination, the post-mortem was con- 
tinued. The hide of the neck was separated 
slightly by excess lymph, being reminiscent of 
the old blowing method of removing calf hides 
adopted by butchers. 

The abdominal organs were normal, apart 
from the bronzing, as if cooked, of a slight area 
of the liver; this abnormality was attributed to 
the power of the sun, as the area mentioned was 
situated at the back of the costal arch. A little 
reddish fluid was noted. The thoracic cavity, 
opened carefully, was found to contain foul gas 
and about 14 pints of this fluid. The lungs 
were seen to be collapsing slowly owing to 
slight adhesions to the parietal pleura. The 
pericardium, also, was full of reddish fluid; the 
heart muscle very soft and friable, very pale. 
The lungs were remarkable in colour, being of 
that dark grey so often seen in the caecal 
contents of swine. They were light and floated. 
The bronehial glands were little more than 
thick-walled balloons filled with foetid gas. 
The visceral pleura had a dull, “ dead” appear- 
ance. When incised they were found to be mere 
sacs, out of which the lungs fell freely. The 
lungs would have interested a physiology class, 
because when shaken by holding a_ strong 
bronchus, the lobules separated completely, like 
a bunch of grapes. The separation had been 
commenced by digestion of the trabeculae and 


and animal lovers alike are now in possession 
of means to attain euthanasia in its literal 
sense. It remains for an instructed public to 
ensure that henceforth the destruction of its 
domestic pets is entrusted in the future only 
to those who possess the knowledge and gvod 
will to translate this report into practice. 
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replacement by lymph. The foetor impressed 
even the native attendants. A small portion 
was removed in a glass screw-top jar, in 
formalin solution. When opened half-an-hour 
later, there was a rush of gas under pressure. 

Touch preparations of the lung, and from the 
spleen (taken for trypanosomiasis examination) 
were stained by methylene blue and geimsa. 
Beautiful pictures of sporulating, pleomorphic 
clostridia, forming long, occasionally branching, 
chains were evident. 

from the above features it is considered that 
the case was one of lung infection with one of 
the gas-gangrene bacilli, probably C. oedematis 
maligni (Vibrion septique). 


* * * 


Two Interesting Cases of 
Dysentery in Dogs 


I. FUNDAMINSKI, M.r.c.v.s. 
S.P.C.A, ANIMAL HospItaL, JERUSALEM 


CasE 1.—Subject.—Cross-bred fox-terrier dog, 
13 years old, weighing about 20 Ib. 

History.—When first seen on December 14th, 
1936, the animal was sick for three days, off 
food and off colour, with occasional retching. 
The faeces were passed, in small quantities, 
three or four times daily and defaecation was 
accompanied by straining. The excreta were 
soft and either they were blood-tinged, or a 
few drops of blood would immediately follow 
defaecation. 

Examination.—The temperature, pulse and 
respiration were normal, the visible mucous 
membranes pale, the tongue slightly coated and 
the breath somewhat offensive. Digital exami- 
nation of the rectum was strongly resisted by 
the patient; the rectal mucous membrane was 
rough to the touch, with small elevations. 

Diagnosis —Haemorrhagice or phlegmonous 
colitis, the cause being unknown. - 

Prognosis.—In_ view of the undetermined 
aetiology of the condition and taking into con- 
sideration the advanced age of the animal, the 
prognosis was rather guarded. 

Treatment and Course.—A mixture containing 
bismuth carbonate, creta prep. and tr. opii was 
prescribed. Diet: egg albumin, milk, rice-water, 
sour milk, ete. 

When seen again on December 24th, 1936, the 
dog was not so dull; the appetite was improved 
and there was no more retching, but the 
symptoms pertaining to the faeces remained 
unchanged. An enema of warm salt water 
yielded clear, blood-stained fluid, followed by 
repeated straining accompanied by the passage 
of small quantities of semi-solid, dark faeces, 
streaked with blood, and small pieces of 
coagulated blood and mucus. The dog was 
admitted to the hospital as an in-patient. 


19th, 1937. 


It was then decided to treat this case on 
similar lines to those one has seen practised by 
a certain specialist in children’s ailments in the 
treatment of dysentery in juveniles. Protein- 
milk (Mead’s protein-milk 85 parts, dextri 
maltose 5 parts, sugar 2-5 parts and _ boiled 
water 100 parts), I was told, is almost a specific 
for dysentery in children and is at the same 
time very nourishing. The dog was then kept 
on an exclusive diet of warm protein-milk—— 
5 to 6 oz. given every three hours. Plain water 
was withheld and Vichy water was allowed 
instead. One tablet of Argodyn* was given 
three times daily as an intestinal antiseptic. 
Sinall quantities of warm water mixed with 
starch and several drops of tr. opii were, later 
in the course, injected up the colon, once daily, 
by means of a long rectal rubber tube. Blood, 
mucus and shreds of epithelium continued to 
pass with the faeces until January 2nd, 1937, 
when, following a warm starch enema, the dog 
strained and passed a tubular cast of mucous 
membrane over 3in. long. On the following 
day the faeces were well formed and no trace 
of blood or mucus was present. The animal 
was kept under further observation for a 
number of days, during which it was gradually 
returned to its normal diet. The dog left the 
hospital healthy in every respect and has been 
so ever since. 

The interesting points about this case are: 
(a) The obseure cause of the condition; (b) the 
shedding of the epithelial cast followed by rapid 
recovery; (c) the protein-milk would seem to 
have had a beneficial effect on the course of the 
disease. 

CasE 2, — Subject. — Wire-haired fox-terrier 
puppy, eight months old. 

History—When seen on January 7th, 1937, 
the puppy had been unwell for about a week. 
He was dull and off food and had vomited the 
previous day. Faeces were passed several times 
daily, being watery or creamy in consistence 
and blood-tinged. There was no _ history of 
contagion and no signs of worms were observed 
in the faeces. 

Examination.—Temperature 103°2° F., tongue 
coated, visible mucous membranes congested ; 
abdominal palpation elicited no pain. An enema 
was given, this causing the expulsion of clear 
fluid mixed with blood. The puppy was very 
thin. 

Diagnosis.—Haemorrhagie colitis, the cause 
of which was not known at the time; there was 
a slight suspicion of distemper. 


*Composition of Argodyn: Oligodynamically 
active silver silica gel and silver chloride silica 
gel with a total silver content of 0-25 per cent., 
hyper-active “carbo medicinalis” with an 
absorption index of 32 c.c. (Pharmacopoea 
Helvetica V)—a sedative and antiseptic etheric 
oil, 
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Treatment and Course-—Omnadin intramuscu- 
larly. Argodyu was prescribed in half-tablet 
doses three times daily; warm protein-milk 
30z, every three hours, Vichy water to substi- 
tute drinking water. 

The patient was seen again on January 14th, 
1937, when no change could be observed, and a 
second injection of Omnadin was given. On 
January 19th the puppy was reported to be 
worse and that it was yelping in pain the 
previous evening after taking its food. The 
animal looked rather dejected, the temperature 
was still 103°2° F., and no pain was elicited on 
abdominal palpation. A warm starch enema 
with several drops of tr. opii up the colon soon 
caused the expulsion of foul-smelling, blood- 
tinged fluid with shreds of mucous membrane. 
This action was accompanied by pain and yelp- 
ing. The puppy was then admitted to the 
hospital as an in-patient. Argodyn was con- 
tinued as before and protein-milk had to be 
drenched four or five times daily. There was 
very little change in the state of the animal 
during the next few days and the prognosis was 
not favourable. On January 25th, following an 
enema of salt water, blood-stained fluid was 
returned containing two segments of a_ tape- 
worm, whereupon  half-a-tablet of Nemural 
(Bayer) was administered and in half-an-hour 
several Dipylidium caninum were expelled, to- 
gether with blood-stained fluid and mucus. On 
the next day the puppy had no motion of the 
bowels; it looked brighter and drank its protein- 
milk voluntarily with relish. Recovery was 
now uneventful and the animal was discharged 
on January 31st in a very fit condition. When 
seen again in April last the puppy was enjoying 
good health and had put on condition. 

The reason for reporting this case is that it 
is rather uncommon for tapeworm infestation 
to cause dysentery and one has failed to find 
mention of it in text-books. Tapeworm infesta- 
tion in dogs of all ages is very common in 
Palestine, and the symptoms manifested, par- 
ticularly by Dipylidiuw: caninum, are sometimes 
much more severe than one would expect. 


ST. BERNARD DOGS TO HAVE NEW KENNELS 


Members of the International -Bureau for the 
Protection of Animals recently paid a_visit to 
the Hospice on the Great St. Bernard Pass and 
inquired about the conditions in which the 
famous St. Bernard dogs are living. 

It was recently suggested that the monks 
might have to abandon the breeding of these 
dogs, as some had shown vicious tendencies. 
The visitors, however, decided that large modern 
kennels, with plenty of light and air and well 
heated for the winter, will prevent any of the 
dogs from becoming vicious and dangerous, and 
that it will thus be possible to continue to breed 
them. The International Bureau has, therefore, 
presented 15,000 francs (£700) to the Hospice for 
new kennels.—The Times. 


| 
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[Better General Anaesthesia in Animals. I1.— 
Comparative Study of Morphine, Pento- 
barbital Sodium (Nembutal) and Sodium 
Amytal as Pre-anaesthesia Sedatives and 
Hypnoties. Covincron, N. G. (1936.) J. Amer. 
Vet. Med. Ass. 89. 6. 706-710. ] 

This article is a study of the comparative 
value of morphia and the short-acting barbitur- 


ates as pre-anaesthesia sedatives in canine 
surgery. The drugs employed were as given in 


the title above. Each of these was injected in 
turn into a series of 20 dogs, the injections 
being followed in each case by ether anaes- 
thesia. The dose of the barbiturates employed 
was 1/10th gr. per Ib. body weight and all 
injections were made subcutaneously. In esti- 
mating the relative value of each, a record was 
made of the induction time, recovery time and 
the amount of ether subsequently required to 


effect complete anaesthesia. The results 
obtained showed that a slightly longer induc- 


tion time and a larger quantity of ether were 
required for the barbiturates as compared with 
morphia. An objectionable feature, however, 
was the behaviour of the animals during the 
post-anaesthesia recovery period. Following the 
employment of the barbiturates restlessness and 
struggling were shown in every case and in 
some instances the dogs became so excited that 
forcible restraint proved necessary. 
C. D. 


{Experiments on Swine Fever Vaccination. 
(Trans. title.) Lopez, C., Stemer, A., and 
Gorpon, S. (1936.) Rev. gén. Méd. vét. 45. 

518-517. | 
Earlier attempts to immunise against swine 

fever infection, by the use of formalised virus, 

inoculation of trypan blue with the virus, etc., 
proved unsuccessful, Satisfactory results have 
been obtained by the use of a saponified virus. 

By this method pigs were found to be resistant 

to contact infection, and to subcutaneous inocu- 

lation of the virus. Field experiments have 
shown that this method may be of value in 
immunising large numbers of swine. 


ood. 


E. C. H. 
[Transmission of Swine Fever by Lice 


(Trans. title.) 


(Haematopinus suis). 
. gén. Méd, vét. 45. 


Topororr, A. (1936.) Rev 

588. 581-586. | 

It is shown that lice on the careases of pigs, 
which have died from swine fever infection, are 
earriers of the virus. Transmission occurs by 
ingestion of the lice or by their passage from 
skins of healthy 


infected carcases to the 
animals. It is suggested that destruction of the 


lice is a prophylactic measure to be adopted. 
EK. C. H. 
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[Fowl Pox Vaccination of Day-old and Older 
Chieks. Lussenusen, R. E., and Beacn, J. R. 


(1937.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 90. 3. 
430-446. ] 

Experimental studies on fowl pox virus 
vaccination were conducted on some 9,000 


chicks. The technique used consisted in pune- 
turing the skin in the region of the flank with 
a special needle which, when dipped in vaccine, 
carried away a tiny bead of material between 
two points 1 mm. apart. Satisfactory vaccina- 
tion occurred with a potent vaccine having : 
virus content of 10 mgm. per ¢.c. Less than 
05 per cent. of the chicks showed secondary 
pox lesions and no mortality could be attributed 
to this cause. 

The effect of vaccination was estimated by 
differences in the weight gains and mortality of 
vaccinated and non-vaccinated chicks of the 
Same age and exposed to the same environ- 
mental conditions. The results showed that the 
‘ate of growth and resistance to disease were 
adversely affected by vaccination at the age of 
one day, exposure to unfavourable environment 
or to disease resulting in an excessive mortality. 
A systemic reaction also followed vaccination 
at the ages of 13, 28, 31 and 42 days, but was 
of slower onset and progressively less severe 
as the age of vaccination increased. Vaecina- 
tion between the ages of six and eleven weeks 
did not result in perceptible shock. 

A. R. 


[Special Techniques for Dubbing and Cropping 


Chickens. Scuatm, O. W. (1936.) J. Amer. 
Vet. Med. Ass. 89. 6. 713-716.] 


The terms “dubbing” and “ cropping” are 
used by poultry keepers to indicate amputation 
of the comb and wattles respectively—a_ proce- 
dure adopted for the treatment or prevention of 
oedema of these appendages. 

The technique described involves anaes- 
thetising the part with injections of novocain, 
applying a special clamp to arrest the flow of 
blood to the appendage, amputating with a 
sealpel and searing the cut surface with a hot 


iron. 
A. R. 


Seven Diesel-engined Junker aeroplanes will 
shortly be put at the disposal of sheep and cattle 
farmers in the north-west of New South Wales. 
The machines have been ordered by a private 
company. Four will be passenger machines and 
the remainder will carry freight. The latter will 
be used to transport starving sheep from drought- 
hit districts to pastures in other parts. Each 
machine will be capable of carrying about 100 
well-fed sheep or about 120 of the poorer kind. 
They will be accommodated on the two-decker 
system. The machines will have a cruising speed 
of about 160 miles per hour.—Reuter. 
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REPORTS 


Report of the Southern 
Rhodesia Trypanosomiasis 
Committee and Bureau 


A committee of experts representing the 
various sciences concerned in the study of 


trypanosomiasis in Southern Rhodesia was. 


formed in May, 1934, at the instigation of the 
Prime Minister of the country, “ to consider the 
questions relating to the trypanosomiases of 
Inman and animals in Southern Rhodesia, to 
submit reports and to make representations to 
Government.” It was also decided that a 
Trypanosomiasis Bureau should be formed for 
“the collection, collation and distribution of 
information concerning the trypanosomiases of 
Iman and animals in Southern Rhodesia and 
other parts of the world.” An executive and a 
general committee were appointed, of which 
Mr. Li. E. W. Bevan, M.r.c.v.s., was elected 
Hon. Secretary. He was also made Hon. 
Director of the Bureau. 

Shortly after the creation of the committee, 
a request was received from Government to 
consider and report upon the existing policy of 
game destruction for the control of the tsetse 
fly. This policy, which had been in operation 
since 1922, involved considerable expenditure 
and the destruction of a large amount of game. 
After consideration of the evidence placed before 
it. the committee submitted its report, which 
forms one section of the publication under 
review. The other sections deal with the efforts 
that the committee have been making to estab- 
lish suitable facilities for increased research 
into tsetse control and trypanosomiasis, together 
with a supplementary progress report by the 
Beit Research Worker (Mr. Bevan) on the work 
carried out by him. 

From the report the following excerpts (not 
verbatim) have been taken: (1) Previous to the 
rinderpest epizoétic of 1896 half the total area 
of Southern Rhodesia was infested by tsetse 
fly, but after that epizoétic the fly disappeared 
from all but a few limited areas. Recently, 
however, it has extended at an alarming rate 
from these foci and now occupies some 20,000 
square miles of the colony. (2) The fact that 
the local tsetse fly (Glossina morsitans) can 
infect man with an acute form of sleeping 
sickness adds to the danger of the situation. 
(3) The committee has reluctantly been com- 
pelled to the conclusion that in the interests of 
civilisation the animals (game) responsible for 
the widespread distribution of the fly must be 
sacrificed, and consequently it feels that the 
measures of game destruction, coupled with 
adequate fencing and control of traffic, now in 
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existence should continue until an effective 
alternative is forthcoming. (4) In pursuance of 
this alternative the committee is emphatically 
of the opinion that, as a first step in that diree- 
tion, funds for the continuance of research into 
the bionomics of the tly and the diseases trans- 
mitted by it should be made available. They 
fully realise that much money has been expended 
elsewhere on such research but, as yet, no 
method of dealing effectively with G. morsitans 
on a really large seale has been discovered: 
and they consider that Southern Rhodesia is in 
a particularly favoured position to conduct 
research work on this speciés. G. morsitans is 
the only tsetse in Southern Rhodesia, except on 
its eastern border, where G. pallidipes occurs. 
(5) The committee considers it desirable that 
research now carried out departmentally should 
be correlated and that the Trypanosomiasis 
Bureau would serve a useful purpose in this 
direction. (6) Following a recommendation 
from the Tsetse Fly Advisory Committee of the 
Economie Advisory Council in 1935, that further 
tests on trypanocidal remedies were needed, a 
request for a grant of £20,000 from the Colonial 
Development Fund was made but was refused 
on account of the terms of the Colonial Develop- 
ment Act not permitting this. Hence, until the 
necessary funds became available only experi- 
ments already in the hands of the Beit Research 
Worker could be carried out. (7) Following an 
inter-colonial conference in December, 1935, 
between representatives of Southern = and 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, to which 
members of the Southern Rhodesia Trypano- 
soliasis Committee were invited, it was resolved 
that the activities of the committee should be 
extended to all three territories and that repre- 
sentatives of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
be added to it. Accordingly the committee drew 
up a scheme of co-operation in accordance with 
the views expressed at the conference. Some of 
the provisions in this scheme are: (a) That a 
Director of Trypanosomiasis Research — be 
appointed for the three territories, together with 
a staff of experts, to include for the time being 
au Medical Pathologist and Protozoologist, a 
Veterinary Pathologist and Protozoologist, a 
Bio-chemist, an Entomologist and an Eologist. 
(b) That a suitable central research station be 
established. (c) That all funds required be 
provided by the three Governments in equal 
proportion. (d) That provision for the con- 
tinuity of this scheme for a period of five years 
at least be made. The scheme was considered 
at a conference of the Governors of the terri- 
tories in 1936, but it failed to meet with 
approval. In the circumstances the committee 
then recommended that the scheme be aban- 
doned for the present and that another plan 
relating more intimately to Southern Rhodesia 
be considered. Already the nucleus for the work 
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adumbrated in the scheme has been created and 
a Research Station has been established near 
Salisbury under the supervision of Mr. Bevan. 
Mr. Bevan’s progress report gives an account 
of the work carried out by him on trypano- 
somiasis in the past while Veterinary Bacteri- 
ologist to the Government of Southern Rhodesia 
and of his experiments since his employment by 
the Beit Railway Trust a few years ago. This 
report contains throughout data of interest to 
those engaged in trypanosomiasis research and, 
accordingly, is given in full herewith. 
W. K. 


Mr. LI. E. W. Bevan’s Progress Report on 
Research on Trypanosomiasis in Southern 
Rhodesia 


(1) Attempts have been made to identify the 
common trypanosomes of man and animals in 
Southern Rhodesia. 

(2) T. CONGOLENSE.—From its response to 
certain drugs it would appear that the so-called 
T. congolense of animals in Southern Rhodesia 
differs from that species in other countries. 
Recent observations confirm the views expressed 
in 1909, when it was decided to refer to it as 
T. pecorum. 

(3) RHODESIENSE. — incidence’ of 
endemie foci of human trypanosomiasis suggests 
that the causal parasite is distinct from the 
so-called T. brucei of animals in other parts of 
the country. 

(4) The infection would appear to be trans- 
mitted man—fly—man, rather than animal— 
fly—man. 

(5) It would appear that in endemic areas 
man may become “ tolerant” or “ premune.” 

(6) Experiments with rats and mice indicate 
that young animals are susceptible to infection, 
but if well nourished and not unduly disturbed 
may recover, even from a most virulent strain 
of trypanosome, 

(7) If reinfected during the course of the 
original infection they may become “ tolerant.? 
The maintenance of tolerance is dependent upon 
the persistence of infection. Tolerance of man 
to the human trypanosome, as far as this 
country is concerned, has only been possible in 
the so-called “survival areas” of the fly, as 
defined in the Entomologist’s maps. 

(8) The same principle probably applies to 
the tolerance of the wild animals in “ fly ” areas. 

(9) A “tolerance” against T. pecorum can 
be set up by antimony treatment. 

(10) To set up “ tolerance” the anima! must 
not be sterilised of the parasite. 

(11) If so sterilised it again becomes suscep- 
tible to reinfection. 

(12) If rendered “ tolerant,” its “ tolerance ” 
must be maintained by fly or syringe reinfec- 
tion. 


(13) “ Tolerance” has its disadvantages in 
that a tolerant animal is a “ carrier” and may 
be a source of infection to susceptible animals. 
Also “* tolerance ” breaks down when the animal 
is subjected to adverse conditions. 

(14) Nutritional deficiencies predispose to 
breakdown of “* tolerance.” A general revolu- 
tion of the method of animal husbandry in 
“fly” areas is necessary if “ tolerance” is to 
be successful. 

(15) To obviate these disadvantages, a firm 
sterile immunity (as in bacterial and virus 
diseases) rather than a “ tolerance” is desir- 
able. Experimental work in this direction is in 
hand. 

(16) In maintaining tsetse flies under labora- 
tory conditions, it has been found possible to 
keep them alive for three months by feeding 
them on rabbits. Such laboratory-bred flies 
have brought forth healthy pupae from which 
healthy flies have emerged. This disposes of 
the theory that certain large animals are 
necessary for the successful development and 
propagation of the “ fly.” 

(17) Some 30 specimens of soil have been 
collected from tsetse-infested areas and have 
been analysed by the Chief Chemist as to their 
chemical and mechanical composition. 

(18) The successful propagation of flies up 
to the second generation in feeding-boxes and 
glass tubes, disposes of Henkel’s theory of 
osmosis. 

(19) Recent observations have revealed a 
bacterial flora in field-collected tsetse and pupae 
in laboratory-bred tsetse and pupae. 

(20) The role of these bacteria has not yet 
been determined. They, or some_ substance 
generated by them, may (a) aid the digestion 
of blood in the fly, (b) inhibit or encourage the 
development of trypanosomes in the fly, (c) in- 
hibit or assist the development of trypanosomes 
in the animal on which the fly feeds. 

(21) CHEMOTHERAPY.—A number of drugs 
supplied by Messrs. Bayer and other firms have 
been tested as to their curative and preventive 
effects against various species of trypanosomes. 
The results in small animals have been dis- 
appointing. The so-called “ Surfen C,” much 
vaunted as a remedy for T. congolense infection 
elsewhere, has not proved as successful against 
the local strain of trypanosome. It may be that 
we are dealing with a different species, an 
explanation which is supported by the fact that 
the local parasite responds more readily to 
Bayer 205 than to “ Surfen C.” 

Recent organic preparations of arsenic have 
been found to exert an immediate curative effect 
but frequently untoward after-effects occur 
which render the drugs too dangerous to be 
applied in practice. 


(Continued at foot of col. 1, page 771.) 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


South-Eastern Veterinary 


Association’ 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
AT MAIDSTONE 
“Silver Jubilee ” Congratulations 


The Annual General Meeting of the South- 
Sastern Veterinary Association (Division, 
N.V.M.A.) was held at the Royal Star Hotel, 
Maidstone, on February 25th, 1937, 

The President (Mr. F. Crowhurst) occupied 
the chair and the following Fellows, Honorary 
Fellows and visitors were present : Sir Frederick 
Hobday, Major C. Davenport, Major L. P. Pugh, 
Captain F. C. Gillard, Captain J. Bell, Captain 
H. Scott Dunn, Messrs. E. P. Barrett, W. P. 
Blount, J. W. Bruford, J. G. Cattell, C. 
Crowhurst, F. A. Crowhurst, J. B. Dier, R. A. 
Edwards, H. Gooch, H. 8S. Head, 8S. F. J. 
Hodgman, T. F. Hogben, E. Ebbetts, H. P. 
Hogben, R. V. Isherwood, J. W. Pritchard, 
IF. Marks, A. Spicer, A. Thomson, 8. B. Vine, 
F. B. O. Taylor, C. W. Perrin, C. Roberts and 
T. Dalling (Hon. Secretary); as_ visitors, 
Captain J. R. Barker, Mr. J. S. Steward, Major 
G. E. Oxspring, Lieut.-Colonel B. L. Lake, Miss 
Cc. M. Scott, Messrs. S. Gourley, A. V. H. G. 
Abbott. R. C. Crowhurst, P. Z. Mackenzie, 
J. F. Macdonald, J. Roberts, E. K. Trangmar 
and Ramsay Millar. 

The PRESIDENT welcomed the visitors and 
drew attention to the fact that the Association 
was this year celebrating its Silver Jubilee. 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved 
and signed as correct. 

Correspondence.—(1) Apologies for absence 
were received from Captain R. Simpson (Presi- 
dent, N.V.M.A.), Professor J. B. Buxton, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Messrs. A. T. Crowther, W. D. 
Halfhead, L. Hughes, 8. Wemys Morton, C. Rose 
and H. Taylor. 


*Received for publication April 22nd, 1937. 


Much further research is necessary to deter- 
mine how these arsenic and antimony-free 
organic preparations exert their trypanocidal 
effects. While preliminary tests upon small 
animals against local strains of trypanosomes 
are desirable, the final test must be earried out 
on larger domestic stock under natural condi- 
tions. 

(22) I desire to emphasise and gratefully 
acknowledge the valuable assistance I have 
received in these researches from other members 
of the committee. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, N.V.M.A. 

The President of the N.V.M.A. (Captain R. 
Simpson) sent a letter in the following terms :— 

Carlisle, 
February, 1937. 

I hope you will convey to the Association 
my regrets for my inability to be present at your 
annual meeting and also extend to the President 
and members of the Association, on my behalf, 
my sincere congratulations on the attainment of 
the Association’s Silver Jubilee. The name of 
Crowhurst has been honourably connected with 
the profession in the South-Eastern Counties 
for well over a century, and it must be a great 
Satisfaction to your President to be in the chair 
at this time, thus preserving a family connec- 
tion with the Association which commenced 
when his uncle, Mr. J. Crowhurst, was elected 
its first President at Canterbury ou January 3rd, 
1912. I am also delighted to think that another 
interesting family link is being preserved in the 
Association in the person of my old friend, Mr. 
Charles Roberts, of Tunbridge Wells, whose 
father was one of the original Vice-Presidents. 

Since the Association was formed in 1912, its 
membership has steadily grown, and to-day, I 
understand, your membership stands at 58, with 
five Honorary Members. I am sure that this 
satisfactory state of affairs is due to the energy 
and enthusiasm of the successive Honorary 
Secretaries of the Association, one of whom, 
Mr. Hogben, has served the Association for 20 
years, and is still an active member. 

I feel certain that the Association, whilst 
congratulating Major Dalling on his appoint- 
ment at Cambridge, will sincerely regret losing 
his services as Honorary Secretary. 

During the past quarter of a century many 
changes have occurred in the outlook of the 
profession, and these changes have inevitably 
brought about difficulties, especially for the 
practitioners. It has been the earnest endeavour 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
of which I have the honour to be President this 
year, to work unceasiifgly for the good of the 
profession as a whole, and I am confident that, 
with co-operation from all sections of the profes- 
sion, our profession will emerge from these 
difficult times with its position consolidated and 
its prestige enhanced. 

The “ National,” of which your Division is an 
important and influential unit, has been making 
steady progress, and its activities in the service 
of the profession have increased to such an 
extent that new Headquarters have recently 
had to be secured. The future success of the 
N.V.M.A. depends, however, on the support and 
inspiration which it receives from its Divisions. 
I am certain that the “ National” can always 
rely on obtaining that support and inspiration 
in full measure from the South-Eastern 
Veterinary Association. 


| 
| 
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In conclusion, may I remind your members 
that the Coronation Congress is due to be held 
at Bournemouth in July, and I trust that I 
shall have the pleasure of welcoming there a 
large and representative attendance of members 
of the South-Eastern Veterinary Association. 

With all good wishes for the future success 
and prosperity of the Association. 

I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
R. SIMPSON, 
President, National Veterinary 
Medical Association, 
T. Dalling, Esq., M.R.c.v.s., 
Hion. Secretary of the South- 
Kastern Veterinary Association, 
Langley Court, 
Beckenham, Kent. 

This letter was received with hearty applause. 

Major G. W. DuNKIN also sent a letter recall- 
ing several incidents in the history of the 
Association; this was read to the meeting and 
was received with appreciation by the members. 

In apologising for his inability to be present, 
Mr. W. D. Halfhead (Hailsham) explained that 
he had been involved in a serious motor acci- 
dent. The meeting expressed its regret and 
wished him a speedy recovery. 

(2) A letter was read from Dr. L. Jordan, 
Hon. Local Secretary for the Congress, in con- 
nection with the proposed *“* At Home” to be 


held in Bournemouth on Sunday evening, 
July 25th. The Hon. Secretary (Major T. 


Dalling) explained that he had been elected 
Chairman of the Executive Committee in con- 
nection with the Congress and it had been 
decided to invite several Divisions of the 
N.V.M.A., including the South-Eastern, to enter- 
tain the delegates on the Sunday evening. The 
Presidents of the Divisions would act as hosts 
and the Divisions, if they agreed, would defray 
the costs. After discussion, it was agreed that 
the South-Eastern Division would participate 
and would fall in with the arrangements to be 
made by the Hon. Local Secretary. 

(3) The Hon. Secretary read some = corre- 
spondence between the Association and the East 
Kent Division of the British Medical Associa- 
tion in connection with the proposed joint 
meeting early in May. It was agreed that 
further enquiries should be made regarding the 
holding of the proposed meeting at Canterbury. 

(4) An invitation to send a delegate to the 
Annual Congress of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute was discussed. In view of the date of the 
Congress being so near that of the N.V.M.A. 
Congress, it was decided that we should not 
send a delegate this year. 

(5) A letter was received from Mrs. Morgan, 
thanking the Association for its expression of 
sympathy on the death of her husband. 

Nomination. —Major G. Oxspring, 0.B.f., 


M.R.C.V.S., Was hominated for election by Mr. A. 
Crowhurst and seconded by the Hon. Secretary. 
Election.—Major C. Davenport, R.A.V.C., was 
unanimously elected a Fellow of the Associa- 
tion. 
Hon. SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT 


During the year three meetings were held. 

The first meeting took place at Tunbridge 
Wells on February 10th, 1936, when a series of 
short papers by Messrs. S. F. J. Hodgman, C. S. 
Haselden, Henry Taylor, A. Whicher and F. C. 
Gillard, was given and discussed. Immediately 
following the meeting, a discussion of “ free 
treatment” took place at which expressions of 
opinion concerning the filling up of the question- 
naire for the N.V.M.A. Special Committee were 
voiced. On May 26th the annual meeting was 
held at Tunbridge Wells when the newly-elected 
President, Mr. F. Crowhurst (Marden) was 
inducted and read his Presidential address on 
“The Position of the Veterinary Practitioner at 
the Present Time.” We had the pleasure at this 
meeting of listening to a paper on “ Poisons and 
the Dangerous Drugs Act” by Professor J. G. 
Wright from the Royal Veterinary College. Mr. 
E. P. Barrett (Margate), also read a_ short 
communication on “ The treatment of fractures 
in small animals by means of the unpadded 
plaster cast.” At the same meeting we welcomed 
an old fellow of the Society—Dr. J. H. Mason, 
from South Africa—who gave us a résumé of 
veterinary services in South Africa. 

The third meeting was held at Maidstone on 
November 4th. At this meeting a series of short 
clinical papers was read and discussed. Those 
presenting papers were Messrs. S. B. Vine, F. A. 
Crowhurst, E. P. Barrett and A, Spicer. Dr. C. L. 
Oakley, a colleague of the Hon. Secretary, was 
present and demonstrated a series of morbid 
specimens illustrating some pathological condi- 
tions of animals. Short papers and demonstrations 
on Clinical subjects formed the subjects for 
discussion; they proved of immense interest and 
animated discussion followed each paper and 
demonstration, 

The attendances were on the whole yood, the 
numbers present being 30, 27 and 22 respectively. 

During the year we lost, by death, one of our 
Fellows, Mr. E. Morgan. Four new Fellows 
were elected, making the total membership 58 
with, in addition, five honorary members. 

The Association is represented on_ the 
Provisional Committee of the N.V.M.A. in connec- 
tion with the 1937 Congress by Mr. A. Spicer 
and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. T. Dalling), who 
was also appointed Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

At the November meeting attention was drawn 
to the fact that in 1937 the Association would 
celebrate its Silver Jubilee and a committee was 
formed to arrange a suitable programme for the 
meeting to be held early in 1937, 
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ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1937-38 


The following were elected :— 

President.—Mr. F. Crowhurst. 

Vice-Presidents—Dr. A. ID. McEwen, Messrs. 
A, Spicer, H. P. Hogben, C. Crowhurst, E. 
Kbbetts and J. G. Cattell. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. — Mr. A. 
Thomson. 

Council.—Messrs. Crowhurst, Dier, Gillard, 
T. F. Hogben, Marks, Morgan and C, Roberts. 

Representatives on Council, N.V.M.A.—Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Mr. A. Spicer and the Hon. 
Secretary. 

Hon. Auditors.—Messrs. H. Taylor and A. 
Whicher. 

Representative on V.V.B.F. Council.—Major 
G. W. Dunkin. 

The Hon. Secretary said that it was with 
great regret that he had to ask the Society to 
accept his resignation. As they knew, he had 
been appointed to the Chair of Animal Patho- 
logy, Cambridge, and consequently he would be 
leaving the district in the near future. He 
suggested that his colleague, Mr. A. Thomson, 
be elected Hon. Secretary and Treasurer and 
undertook to assist Mr. Thomson at the next 
meeting if the election was made. The meeting 
accepted the suggestion and Mr, Thomson was 
duty elected Hon, Secretary and Treasurer, 

R.S.P.C.A. Activities in Folkestone.—It was 
found that time could not be devoted to a full 
discussion and a small committee was set up to 
consider the question and report at the next 
mneeting. 

Papers.—The President now called on Captain 
J. Rh. Barker (Hereford) to give his paper 
on “The Periodic Classification of Bovine 
Toxaemias.” Captain Barker had prepared a 
concise table illustrating his paper and this was 
circulated at the meeting. Several Fellows 
entered into discussion of the paper and Captain 
Barker replied. 

Major L. P. Puan now read his paper on 
“Dry Distemper in the Dog.” The PRESIDENT 
indicated that it would be impossible to devote 
the necessary time to a discussion of the paper ; 
it was therefore agreed that Mr. Hodgman’s 
contribution be heard and that further discus- 
sion be postponed until the next meeting. On 
the suggestion of the Hon. Secretary it was 
agreed that the Association order reprints of 
Major Pugh’s paper and Mr. Hodgman’s 
discussion and that these be circulated before 
the next meeting. [Major Pugh’s paper, and a 
report of Mr. Hodgman’s opening of the discus- 
sion, are reproduced at the commencement of 
this issue.—Editor. | 

SociAL FUNCTION 


The Fellows and visitors now adjourned to 
another part of the hotel, where a cocktail 
party took place, The President and Mrs, 
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Crowhurst received the visitors, included among 
whom were Mr. H. R. Pratt Boorman, of the 
Kent Messenger, Mr. and Mrs, Gerald Boorman 
(IXent County Council), Mr. and Mrs. Arnaud 
(Public Analyst and Official Agricultural 
Analyst for the County of Kent) and Lieut.- 
Colonel B.S. Lake (Veterinary Surgeon to the 
R.S.P.C.A.). 

Apologies for inability to aeceept invitation 
were received from Dr. CC. W. Ponder (M.O.H., 
Maidstone), Mr. P. J. L. Kelland (C.V.I., Minis- 
try of Agriculture), Professor J. G. Wright 
(President, Central Division, N.V.M.A.), Dr. 
S. E. Pierey (President, Students’ Representa- 
tive Council, R.V.C.), Captain R. Simpson 
(President, N.V.M.A.), Captain MeCunn 
(Secretary, R.S.P.C.A.), Mr. G. H. Garrad 
(County Agricultural Organiser), Mr. H. Ashley 
Stevens (Kent County Council) and Mr. F, 
Knight (Secretary, N.V.M.A.). 

During the evening Mr. <A. Pritchard, 
Brighton, on behalf of the guests, thanked the 
Society in suitable terms for the very enjoyable 
evening. In the course of his remarks he men- 
tioned that the late William Hunting had been 
present at the first meeting of the South-Eastern 
Division in 1916, and congratulated the Society 
on having attained its Silver Jubilee. 

T. DaLuine, retiring Ion, Secretary. 


INCIDENCE OF WARBLE-FLY IN LANCS. 


That farmers are becoming “ warble con- 
scious” was declared by Mr. John Brennan, 
M.R.C.V.S., veterinary officer to the Lancashire 
Council, in an address to the Laneashire 
Council of Meat Traders at Rochdale. Mr. 
Brennan mentioned that he and two shepherds 
were carrying out the systematic examination of 
as many cattle in the county as possible. No 
beneficial results could be expected from the 
Order before at least three or four years had 
elapsed. The number of cattle they examined 
last year was 45,000, of which approximately 
18,000 were affected by warble-fly, or in the 
neighbourhood of 40°8 per cent. 

Mr. F. Morewood, of ,Bolton, thought the effec- 
tive remedy for the warble pest would be to 
drive the cattle through a pit and see to it they 
were properly submerged, “To drive beasts 
ineouih a pit or submerge them in a bath would 
not be any preventive whatever,” replied Mr. 
Brennan. The only time one could deal a blow 
at the warble-fly was when it Was in the skin 
of the animal. In his experience, it seemed that 
the nearer one got to the coast the less was 
the incidence of warble-fly. Whether it was the 
salt air that acted as a deterrent to the warble- 
fly he did not know, but the fact remained, 


* * * 


Twenty-six sheep belonging to Mr. John Oliver, 
farmer, of Thurso, were killed by lightning. The 
sheep were sheltering from a_ thunderstorm 
beside_a flagstone fence with a barbed wire on 
top. The lightning ran along the wire, killed 
— ewes and 17 lambs, and maimed several 
sheep. 


> 
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In Parliament 


In the course of the recent debate on the vote 
to the Ministry of Agriculture there was only 
brief reference to the veterinary services of the 
ni as follows, by the Minister of Agricul- 

With regard to milk, I urge upon the committee 
the desira © maintaining the improvement 
in quality which the marketing scheme has 
rendered possible. In the case of milk there has 
been an immense increase in the number of 
persons producing milk of accredited standard. 
Before the scheme was introduced there were 
only 800 grade “A” licences, but now there are 
nearly 20,000 producers of milk of accredited 
standard. 

Eggs and Be vont resent a very difficult 
problem to a Minister of Agriculture. e condi- 
tions under which the industry has been built 
up and under which it is now carried on do 
not render it immediately amenable to the sort 
of scheme which has been of benefit to other 
branches of agriculture. It is a very important 
branch. The annual production is valued at 
£25,000,000, of which about two-thirds represent 
eggs and one-third represents poultry. 

One thing which afflicts this industry is the 
high level of disease. There seems to be a 
general deterioration in the stamina of poultry 
stocks. _ Upon the recommendation of the 
Reorganisation Commission my right hon. Friend 
the Secretary of State for Scotland and I set 
up a technical committee to consider the present 
methods of distribution, of hatching eggs, day- 
old chicks, feeding stuffs, and so on. 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART: Are we to under- 
stand that the broad wide research into the 
— of mortality will await the report of 
that technical committee? When does the com- 
mittee expect to report? 

Mr. Morrison: The utmost research that can 
be made is being continued now by the scientific 
bodies concerned. That is the question of actual 
research into the pathology of diseases which 
have inflicted these losses. Any further measures 
which may be taken would be of an _administra- 
tive character when the new central veterinary 
service comes into — 

Later in the debate, Mr. Morrison said:— 

Another cause of high production costs, and 
one which is very distressing to contemplate, 
is the immense burden of animal diseases, which 
probably costs the industry something like 
£14,000,000 a year. A great deal of work has 
been done in the past by local authorities and 
by the Minister’s veterinary service, and practicgl 
results have been obtained from it. To deal 
first with foot-and-mouth disease, the position 
is that during the last financial year there were 
13 centres of infection, and these comprised 66 
separate premises. The policy which has been 
carried out has had the result that the disease 
has not become endemic in this country, as it 
has in those of some of our continental neigh- 
bours, and [I am very glad to see, because I 
think it can be regarded as a hopeful sign, that 
the incidence of this disease on the Continent 
seems to be declining. The other disease posi- 
tion can be summed up by saying that there 
was a slight increase in the incidence of anthrax 
but a satisfactory decrease in swine fever an 
sheep scab. There are still diseases like tuber- 
culosis, contagious abortion, mastitis, and others 
which take an immense toll of our cattle, and 
necessarily add to the cost of production. The 
proposals which I announced will 
involve legislation, and I only want to say this 
about them, that they represent a very much 
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bigger step forward and a much more resolute 
attack on this problem than has yet been made, 
and one which, I hope, with the co-operation 
of those concerned, will yield substantial results 
in freeing the industry from a burden which is 
wasteful and one which is no longer to be 
endured. 


The following questions and answers have 
been recorded in the House of Commons 
recently: — 

ANTHRAX 


Major Carver asked the Minister of Agricul- 
ture whether he can state the number of cases 
of anthrax which have been reported within 
the last three months; how they compare with 
previous figures; and whether in the case of any 
recent large-scale outbreaks he can _ state the 
cause of infection? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The number of cases of 
anthrax reported in the three months March, 
April and May, 1937, was 239. The numbers 
reported in the same period in the previous ten 
years were:— 


Year. Number. 
1934 117 
1933 76 
1932 126 
1931 167 
1930 117 
1929 128 
1928 191 
1927 144 


The recent increase in the number of out- 
breaks has not been traced to any particular 
source of infection. 


TUBERCULIN-TESTED HERDS 


Mr. Ketty asked the Minister of Agriculture 
the number of _— tuberculin-tested herds 
in Great Britain 

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTRY 
or HEALTH (Mr. Bernays): I have been asked _to 
reply. On March 31st there were 1,795 
herds in England and Wales licensed for the 
production of tuberculin-tested milk. I. am 
informed by my right hon. Friend the Minister 
of Agriculture that there are at present in 
England and Wales 293 attested herds (which are 
tuberculin-tested) on the register kept by his 
Department. This number includes 84 herds 
which are also licensed for the production of 
tuberculin-tested milk. Any inquiry as to Scot- 
land should be addressed to my right hon. Friend 
the Secretary of State. 


Foot-AND-MouTu DISEASE 


Mr. Drewe asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he has any statement to make about the 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease at Woodbury, 
near Exeter; and whether he has been able to 
discover the source of infection? ; 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: Foot-and-mouth disease 
was confirmed on Sunday, June 6th, at Webber’s 
Farm, Woodbury, near Exeter. The outbreak 
involved 38 cattle, 50 pigs and 131 sheep on the 
farm, among which some 60 animals were 
affected. All these animals were slaughtered 
and also, on other premises, 18 cattle and one 
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pig which had been exposed to infection, Disease 
nad existed unreported for several days and as 
affected animals were moved from _ outlying 
premises to the farmstead along a public high- 
way, further local outbreaks may occur. Prompt 
steps were taken to disinfect the roads. No 
suggestive evidence pointing to the source of 
infection has yet come to light but inquiries are 
proceeding. 


WARBLE FLy 


Lieut.-Colonel HENEAGE asked the Minister of 
Agriculture whether he has received any com- 
plaints that the Warble Fly (Dressing of Cattle) 
Order, 1936, is not carried out; and whether 
any steps are being taken to make the Order 
effective? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I have received a few 
complaints in general terms as to the operation 
of the Warble Fly (Dressing of Cattle) Order, 
1936, but I have no definite information that 
the Order is not being generally observed in 
any specific areas. Before the beginning of the 
dressing season on March 15th this year I drew 
the attention of all local authorities concerned 
to the provisions of the Order. The attention 
of cattle owners also was drawn to the necessity 
for. complying with the Order, by means of 
articles in the Press and by broadcast notices. 
I understand that there have been a number of 
peas for failure to comply with the 

rder. 


— 


ROYAL ARMY VETERINARY CORPS 


ANNUAL DINNER 


The dinner for officers of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps was held at Grosvenor House, 
Park Lane, on June 11th. Major-General J. J. B. 
Tapley presided, and others present were:— 

Lieut.-General Sir Reginald May; Major- 
Generals W. S. Anthony and Sir John Moore; 
Brigadiers H. S. Mosley, and A. J. Williams. 

Colonels Dayer-Smith, Gibbs, Holness, Murray, 
Sir Arthur Olver, A, Smith, Todd, and W. H. 
Walker; Lieut.-Colonels Body, Clarke, Conder, 
Edwards, Fisher, Rees-Mogg, Rowston, Sealy- 
Green, Scott-Bowden, Slocock, Stratton, Tillyard, 
Turner, and Verney. 

Majors F, J. Andrews, Bamford, Bond, Bone, 
Bowes, Bowhay, Dunlop, Gillmor, Harrison, 
Hayes, Heane, Sir Frederick Hobday, Holland, 
Keane, Knowles, Lawrence, Leigh, Lishman, 
Mason, Marriott, E. O’Kelly, J. W. O’Kelly, 
Oxspring, Peatt, J. J. Plunkett, R. A. Plunkett, 
Pryer, Roche-Kelly, Saunders, J. R. Steevenson, 
W. H. Thomas, Townsend, Williamson and 
Campey. 

Captains Brayley-Reynolds, Heveningham, 
Kent, Kidd, Poer, Ralston, Tevlin and Warburton. 

Messrs. Chipperfield, Green, Hickman and 
Turton, 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


Following a considerable period of country- 
wide freedom from foot-and-mouth disease, mid- 
June has seen the confirmation of outbreaks at 
Woodbury, Exeter, Devon, and Westfield, 


Woking, Surrey. In the Exeter outbreak both 
cattle and pigs were affected; in the Surrey out- 
break, cattle only. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 

June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

June 25th.—Meeting of the Lincolnshire and 
District Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Melton Mowbray, 2 p.m, 

June 2Sth.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 386, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m, 

July  Ist.—Meeting of the Dumfries and 
Galloway Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Thornhill, commencing at 12 noon. 

July 5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 8th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 


mouth. 
* * * 


PERSONAL 


CONFERMENT OF KNIGHTHOOD 


At the investiture held by the King at 
Buckingham Palace on Friday, June 11th, His 
Majesty conferred the honour of Knighthood 
upon Mr. Perey John Kelland, M.R.c.v.s., Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, and Colonel Arthur Olver, C.B., 
C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S., F.N.L., Expert Adviser in Animal 
Husbandry to the Imperial Council of Agricul- 
tural Research.* All the recipients of Knight- 
hood on this occasion were introduced into His 
Majesty’s presence by Sir Samuel Hoare, M.p., 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. 

* * * * * 
HONOURING OUR NEW KNIGHTS 
Tue FORTHCOMING LUNCHEON 

The conferment of the dignity of Knighthood 
upon two members of the profession, on the 
occasion of the grant of honours in celebration 
of His Majesty’s Coronation, is an event unique 
in the history of the veterinary profession. We 
trust, therefore, that at the Holborn Restaurant 
at 1 p.m. on Thursday next there will be an 
attendance worthy of so _ outstandingly 
important a function as the luncheon in honour 
of Sir John Kelland and Sir Arthur Olver, 
already announced in these columns. Especially 
would we express the hope that members of 
the profession in particular, will rally in large 


*The Coronation Honours List, in which 
announcement of these Honours was made, was 
published on May 11th, and our issue of May 15th 
contained biographies of the new Knights, Sir 
John Kelland and Sir Arthur Olver, 
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numbers to acclaim their distinguished 
colleagues. 

Sir John Kelland has promised to be present, 
but unfortunately Sir Arthur Olver will be 
unable to attend, being by that time on his way 
to India. 

Applications, accompanied by a remittance of 
6s, 6d., to be made to Dr. F. Bullock, Secretary 
of the Luncheon Committee, 10, Red = Lion 
Square, London, W.C.1, not later than Tuesday, 


June 22nd, 


We are pleased to learn that among’ the 
recipients of the Coronation Medal awarded in 
the Auckland Province of New Zealand = are 
Major T. A. Blake, M.r.c.v.s., A.D.V.S. Northern 
Command, Department of Agriculture, Hamilton, 
and Mr. W. T. Collins, M.R.c.v.s., District Super- 
intendent, Department of Agriculture, Auckland. 


Mayor A, BATRD’S APPOINTMENT AS 
County DEPuTY LIEUTENANT 


The high honour of appointment as Deputy 
Lieutenant for the County of Berwickshire has 
been bestowed upon Major Archibald Baird, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of Coveyheugh, Reston, Berwickshire. 
His fellow members of the profession in the 
north, where Major Baird is regarded with 
affection and esteem, will know how happy for 
his County is the choice of one who has given 
splendid service both in public and in veterinary 
affairs. Major Baird is the son of the late Colin 
Baird, who was one of William Dick’s professors 
at Edinburgh. Graduating from the College in 


1871, Major Baird is now in retirement after 
many years of successful practice. He has 
officiated as Local Secretary in Scotland for 


the examinations of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons. 


Birth—On May 3rd, 1937, to S. K. Kon, p.se., 
Pu.p., and Phyllis M. Kon, M.n.c.v.s., Pu.p., of 151, 
The Warren, Mapledurham, Oxon., and_ the 
National Institute of Research in Dairying, Shin- 
field, near Reading—a daughter. 


On Leave.—The following officers’ the 
Colonial Veterinary Service arrived home on 
leave during the month of May, 1937: Messrs. 
. H. B. Best, S. Marshall and J. Morton 
(Nigeria), R. L. Cornell and H. J. Lowe 
(Tanganyika Territory), G. F. Elliott (Northern 
Rhodesia), D. P. White (Straits Settlements), 
R. J. Roe (British Honduras) and M. Crawford 
(Ceylon). 


Sir Frederick Hobday’s Medical School 
Leclureship.—Sir Frederick Hobday been 
appointed to the academic staff of St. George’s 
Heapieal Medical School (University of London) 
as Lecturer on Comparative Medicine. 


Will.—Reeks, Mr. Henry Caulton, F.Rr.c.v.s., of 
Spalding (net personally, €8,476), £16,222. 
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R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Norwoop, W. W., Conisborough, Rotherham, 
Yorks. Graduated London, June 28th, 1888. 
Died June 9th, 1937; aged 71 years. 


Tue Late Mr. W. W. Norwoon, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. Norwood had been in practice in the 
town of Conisborough for nearly 50 years. For 
many years he was Secretary of the Conis- 


borough Cricket Club, a member of the Yorkshire 
County Cricket Club, originator of the Old 
Conisborough Ball Committee, an active worker 
for the Conisborough Conservative Association, 
for which he acted as agent, a member of the 
old Conisborough Parish Council, and the School 
Board, Conisborough’s representative on Doncas- 


ter Rural Council and the old Board of 
Guardians, and on the formation of Conis- 
borough Urban Council 16 years ago he was 


elected one of the first members. 

Mr. Norwood remained a member of the 
Council for about two years, and then resigned 
in order to take up an appointment as meat 
inspector to the Council, a position he held up 
to the time of his death. 

Mr. Norwood was a keen huntsman, and al one 


time farmed Castle Farm, Conisborough, in 
succession to his father, the late Mr. John 
Norwood, 


BOURNEMOUTH CONGRESS 


RAILWAY COMPANY’S OFFER OF ASSISTANCE IN 
ARRANGING TRAVEL 


The London and North Eastern Railway would 
be happy to give full information respecting rail 
services and fares to Bournemouth upon applica- 
tion to the Passenger Managers, at York, Edin- 
burgh and King’s Cross Station, London, and the 
Traffic Superintendent, Aberdeen, 

There is an excellent train service in operation 
from the North via King’s Cross and Waterloo; 
also via Banbury, the latter route having through 
coaches to Bournemouth, 

Tickets at special rates are obtainable on 
production of the voucher form to be procured 
from the General Secretary, N.V.M.A. 


TICKET SHEET 


Elsewhere in this issue will be found the 
Ticket Sheet upon which members are requested 
to indicate their requirements in connection 
with the social functions at Congress. It will 
be of great assistance to the Local Secretary, 
Dr. L. Jordan, M.R.c.v.s., County Hall, Chichester, 
if members who will be attending Congress 
will send the completed form to him at the 
‘arliest possible moment. 


REQUEST FOR SUBJECTS FOR OPERATIONS 


Dr. Jordan also will be glad to hear from any 
members resident within reasonable distance of 
Bournemoufh, having patients which would 
provide suitable subjects for operation either 
for the removal of horn tumour or for quittor. 


* * * * * 


FREE STATE VETERINARY COUNCIL 
The Jrish Press, of June 7th, states that alt a 


meeting of the Veterinary Council (Saorstct 
Eireann), Mr. P. F. Dolan, Returning Officer, 


reported that at the Council elections held on 
May 28th, he had declared Mr. James. Dodd, 


June 19th, 1937. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD, 


TRADE MARK 


errr 


CLEAR NON-IRRITANT 


PRACTICALLY ODOURLESS 


tr EXCEPTIONALLY 
ECONOMICAL 


For use in 
SURGERY, GYNACOLOGY 
OPERATIONS AND THE 
DISINFECTION OF HANDS 
ALSO FOR CLEANSING INFECTED 
AND SUPPURATING WOUNDS 


Issued in bottles of } pint, 1 pint and 1 quart. 
*MEFAROL’' IS MANUFACTURED IN- GREAT BRITAIN 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD. 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON,W.C.2 


MECHANICAL STUNNING 
of ANIMALS for SLAUGHTER 


The 
Captive Bolt Pistol 


Overcomes all competition in its instantaneous 
production of angsthesia, its economy and 
simplicity of operation and its portability. 
Recommended and used by the R.S.P.C.A. 


Full particulars can be obtained from the 
sole manufacturers 


ACCLES & SHELVOKE, LTD. 


ASTON, BIRMINGHAM 


CROWN SCIENTIFIC REMEDIES 


DANISTOL 


(Marek’s derivative of Male Fern) 


The Standard Specific for 


FLUKE LIVER 


(Distomatosis) 


IN SHEEP OR CATTLE 


after 16 years, Marek’s DANISTOL remains 
the only remedy for Distomatosis which 
can be fully relied upon for safety 
and efficiency under all circumstances. 


Specially favourable terms are 
now quoted to veterinary surgeons 
using large quantities. 


THE CROWN CHEMICAL CO., LTD. 


120, 122, Victoria Street, London, $.W.| 
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PARKE, DAVIS & COMPANY’S 


Veterinary Tuberculins 


Standardized preparations of tuberculin for use in the 
subcutaneous, intradermic, or ophthalmic tests, are prepared 
in the Biological Laboratories of Parke, Davis & Co. 


The strictest control by laboratory tests and tests on 
tuberculous animals is exercised to ensure reliability and 
uniformity in the P., D. & Co. diagnostic tuberculins. 


Tuberculin (Veterinary) is supplied as follows : 


FOR SUBCUTANEOUS TEST 


20 «.c. vials (rubber-capped) of tuberculin, 
prepared according to the original method 
of Koch. 


Dose: 2 to 7 .c., according to size of animal. 


FOR INTRADERMIC TEST 


Rubber-capped vials of | cc. or 5 ac, 
sufficient for 5 or 25 double intradermic 


tests. 


FOR OPHTHALMIC TEST 


Purified tuberculin in the form of small 
discs for insertion into the conjunctival sac. 


Vials of 10 discs sufficient for 5 double ophthalmic tests. 


Further details will be sent to any veterinary surgeon on request. 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO., 50, BEAK STREET, LONDON, W.|I 


Laboratories—Hounslow, Middlesex Incorporated U.S.A., Liability Ltd. 


| 
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Stephen Street, ates. as general elected member 
for four years; r. Harry O’Leary, Parnell 
Street, Dublin, as limited elected member for four 
years, and Mr. J. J. Condon, Tipperary, as 
limited elected member for one year. 

The meeting elected Professor J. J. O’Connor, 
Hon. Treasurer. The following committees were 
——— Standing and Penal Cases Committee 
—Professor J. J. O’Connor, Mr, A. A. Donnelly, 
and the President. Finance Committee—Professor 

a O’Connor, Mr. A. A. Donnelly, and the 
President. 


LEGAL NOTES 


Breaking in a Horse: Cruelty Charge Fails.— 
Allegations that in breaking in a horse they_had 
beaten it to death were made against Wm. 
Thompson, race and_ show-horse owner, of 
Stormont, Ballygomartin, and his son, James 
Thompson, at the Belfast Summons Court, on 
June 9th. Summonses against them of cruelly 
ill-treating the animal were dismissed. 

District-Inspector Williams, who prosecuted, 
said the Thompsons were fine men and well- 
known horsemen, but he suggested that they had 
lost their tempers and had given the horse such 
an unmerciful beating that it died. ; 

Mr. W. Lowry, k.c. (instructed by Mr. Gibson 
Barron), defending, said it was absurd to suggest 
that horse lovers like the Thompsons could be 
guilty of such an act. , 

Wm. J. Hamilton, 150, Snugville Street, des- 
cribed how he saw the two Thompsons beating 
the horse in a field on the Glencairn Road on 
May 19th. The horse was in a milk float and 
was being driven by James Thompson. When it 
refused to turn Wm. Thompson beat it brutally 
behind the left ear with a stick or a stave about 
the breadth of a man’s four fingers, and about 
18 inches long. The animal reared and fell, but, 
regaining its feet, trotted about 20 or 30 yards 
down the field. .When it failed to yield to the 
rein and turn, the servant man, M’Ateer, forced 
it round by shoving.at the shaft. When it got 
up to Wm. Thompson he began beating it behind 
the ear again; and again it fell, and again it 
regained its feet. 

he son then got out of the float, the servant 
got in, and the horse was driven down the field 
again. James Thompson pushed on the shaft 
to make it turn, but when he went to do this 
again at the top of the field his father shouted 
at him to “use the stick.” When the son 
roceeded to use it the horse reared and fell. 
t was only after Thompson had given it 
another beating that it rose. It failed to turn 
again, and the son then started to hit with the 
stick again, striking it behind the ear. It failed 
to rise when it fell this time. 

District-Inspector Williams: What was _ the 
attitude of Wm. Thompson when he had the stick 
in his hand?—He appeared to be a madman.’ 

Witness said he reported the matter to the 
first policeman he met at Ballysillan, and took 
Sergeant Barritt back to the field, where the 
horse lay dead. 

Sergeant S. Barritt said there were three marks 
on the horse’s head and just below the left ear 
a swelling. Lower down there were two marks 
like a square, but the skin was uncut. There 
was blood in the animal’s mouth, and the under 
part of the tongue was cut. On the neck there 
were a number of marks larger than weals. 

Constable Sadlier, who corroborated, said the 
horse seemed to have been beaten with a blunt 
instrument. 
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VETERINARY SURGEON’S EVIDENCE 


Mr. Robert W. Cassells, M.R.c.v.s., said when 
he made an examination of the horse he found 
only one small abrasion below the angle of the 
jaw. The cause of death was haemorrhage from 
the brain. 

In reply to Mr. Lowry, he agreed that the 
violent struggles of the animal in the shafts and 
the striking of its head against the cart could 
have caused the haemorrhage. 

Wm. Thompson said he kept as many as 50 
horses, including race and show horses. He had 
bought this horse at Camlough Fair for £31 10s. 
a couple of days previously, and as his son had 
some trouble with him in trying him out, they 
took him into the meadow in case he would 
hurt himself. They had some trouble getting 
him into the field, and when he reared and 
would not go, witness gave him a clip or two 
with his stick, an ordinary horseman’s cane, but 
it was quite untrue to say that he beat him 
brutally behind the ears. He was a real bad 
horse with a wicked mouth, and he was full of 
temper. 

James Thompson said when he tried the horse 
on the road the previous day it would not go 
and threw itself on the road. 

Cross-examined by District-Inspector Williams, 
witness admitted that he also used the cane on 
the horse, but said any chastisement he adminis- 
tered was necessary and reasonable, 

John M’Ateer, who said he had over 50 years’ 
experience of horses and horse-breaking, also 
denied that the animal was beaten behind the 
ears. 

In dismissing all the summonses, Mr. J. H. 
Campbell, R.M., said he was acting on the 
evidence of Mr. Cassells. Mr. Hamilton’s evidence, 
he thought, had been grossly exaggerated, and 
he was at a loss to know how the sergeant found 
so many marks, when the veterinary surgeon 
found only one. 


Offences—tIn a case recently 
heard at Southend, C. H. J. V. Harris, of South- 
church Road, Southend, was fined £10 at 
Southend for failing to notify the police of swine 
fever on his premises, and £50 for impeding an 
inspector of the Board of Agriculture in the 
execution of his duty. Harris pleaded “ Guilty.” 

It was stated that when an inspector visited 
the premises he found 183 pigs, and at least a 
dozen showed symptoms of swine fever. Harris 
told the inspector he had had no experience of 
swine fever, and did mot know what it looked 
like. -The pigs had always been well, and with 
the exception of one small pig there had been 
no deaths. Later a closing order was made on 
the premises, and it was noticed that earth in 
the orchard showed signs of excavation, and in 
a grave was found the carcase of a pig. Harris 
said he had been uprooting the trees, but later 
33 pigs were exhumed from 15 graves. Post- 
mortem examinations showed that 24 of thes 
had swine fever, and the other nine were in 
such a condition that it was not possible to have 
a satisfactory examination. 

Mr. D. G. Verney, solicitor, for the defendant, 
said that Harris had been keeping pigs for five 
or six years and had never had any trouble with 
swine fever. He thought the pigs were suffering 
from colds and pneumonia owing to the abnor- 
mally wet winter. In March he bought 125 pigs 
for £176. No pig-keeper would have done that 
if he thought the pigs on his premises were 
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suffering from swine fever. The defendant had 
now disposed of all his pigs and had not 
distributed swine fever in any way. 

Starved Cattle—A fine of £25, with £7 12s. 
costs, was imposed upon Samuel Drake, farmer, 
of Tankersley, Yorkshire, for having caused 
unnecessary suffering to animals. Drake was 
also fined 20s. on each of two summonses for 
keeping a bull without a licence, and 20s. for 
failing to keep records of the movements of 
animals. 

A police witness said that he found ten store 
cattle in an emaciated condition, and some. of 
them had been savaged by a two-year-old stallion 
which was in the same field. he herbage in 
the field had been cropped to the roots, and 
there was nothing for the cattle to eat. In 
another field he saw eight store cattle, one of 
which was leaning against a wall, dying. | 

Mr. S. Sampson, M.R.C.V.S., said the animals 
were suffering from the effects of starvation. 

Mr. A. Smith, defending, said that Drake had 
not wilfully caused the animals unnecessary 
suffering, but he might have had more stock than 
he should have had for the available accommoda- 


tion, 


* * * 


N.V.M.A. PENSION AND FAMILY PROVISION 
SCHEME 


During the next few weeks a special oppor- 
tunity presents itself to our members to avail 
themselves of the existing terms of the Pension 
and Family Provision Scheme which — was 
arranged by the Council on their behalf in 1933. 

Although a considerable number of our mem- 
bers were prompt to secure for themselves the 
benefits of this scheme, all other members who 
are eligible are invited to give careful considera- 
tion to the matter before August Ist next. On that 
date, owing to the changes in financial condi- 
tions which have recently taken place, the 
insurance company through whom the scheme 
is operated, namely, the Legal. and General 
Assurance Society, Ltd., has intimated to the 
Council that certain’ modifications will be 
necessary. This revision of terms will not, of 
course, affect contracts which have already been 
completed. 

As an indication of the change in rates, the 
following figures showing the annual contribu- 
tions to cover all benefits, speak for themselves: 


Age. Present Rates. Revised Rates. 
37 5 0 


Further, there will be a reduction of a 3 per 
cent. in the rate of interest allowed on the refund 
at death or withdrawal before the pension age, 
namely from 3 per cent. to 2) per cent. 

The success of the scheme hitherto has shown 
that its merits have made a strong appeal to 
many of our members, and those desirous of 
obtaining the benefits of the existing scheme 
and the present rates and conditions are asked 
in their own interests to communicate with the 
Secretary at 36, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1, 
who will see that all enquiries are promptly 
attended to. 

We have the assurance of Mr. Walter Herriot, 
the Incorporated Insurance Broker who origin- 
ally negotiated the plan with the Council, that 
as a pension scheme on a group basis even 
the amended terms, when they become effective, 
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will still provide one of the most favourable 
schemes obtainable by individuals. 

Any members who may not happen to be 
interested in the family provision element will 
find that contracts arranged to provide pension 
benelits only, offer distinct attractions, as the 
contributions for such pensions, subject to the 
statutory rules, are allowable for rebate of 
income-tax. It should be noted that at half the 
present standard rate of 5s. per ¢ individual 
deferred annuity policies which are not part of 
a scheme recognised by the Inland Revenue 
Authorities, as is ours, are not entitled to such 
income-lax relief, 

Whether considered as investment, a 
personal or a family provision, exceptional value 
is thus offered to our. members because of the 
group basis upon which our scheme is arranged. 


RABIES IN MIDDLESEX: MINISTRY’S 
ASSURANCE 


A report recently appeared in the Press to 
the effect that a case of rabies had occurred in 
Middlesex. In order to allay any apprehension 
which may have been caused by this report the 
Ministry of Agriculture states that the case in 

uestion occurred in a bull terrier imported from 

ritish Somaliland. The dog was undergoing 
detention and isolation on premises approved by 
the Ministry under the quarantine regulations 
applying to imported dogs and cats and at no 
time since its arrival in this country has there 
been any danger of the disease being conveyed 
to other canines or felines. Furthermore, except 
for the owner of the dog and the staff of the 
quarantine kennels, no persons had access to 
the animal, 


* * * 


SKIN DISINFECTION 


The British Medical Journal, in one of its 
recent annotations, comments on the strangeness 
of the fact that there should be no general 
agreement on the best method of disinfecting 
normal skin, saying that if the truth were known 
the method might be found to vary with circum- 
stances, but some of the innumerable reagents or 
combinations of reagents now in use could 
certainly be abolished, if only for the sake of 
simplicity. “ Unfortunately there is no gener- 
ally recognised method of testing skin 
disinfectant, although many have been suggested 
and used. Dr. Jérgen Ernst in his recent mono- 
graph* describes an extensive series of tests of 
this nature, in which the method of cultivation 

yas rubbing the skin of the hand and forearm 
with a gauze swab, which was then shaken 
in a measured volume of sterile saline, from 
which 1 c.cm, was then sown as a shake culture 
in blood glucose-agar. Such tests were carried 
out daily for a month on physicians and nurses 
in a maternity hospital, who employed a speci-— 
fied method of disinfection throughout — this 
period. The object of this long-continued 
repetition was to discover whether repeated 
chemical treatment of the skin abolished its 
natural power of self-disinfection, and whether 
it led to a_ persistent decrease or increase in 
the bacterial population of the skin. The flora 
involved was only that of the normal skin, no 
extraneous bacteria being applied; this difference 
from Colebrook’s technique perhaps accounts for 
the fact that the conclusions reached are 


*Hautdesinfektions Probleme. By Jérgen Ernst. Copenhagen: 
Levin and Munksgaard. (1937.) (10 Crs.) 


June 19th, 1937. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 25. Von, 49. 779 


diametrically opposed to his. Ernst found 0-1 
per cent. mercury perchloride the most effective 
of his reagents and dettol cream _ useless. 
Killing extraneous and_ possibly dangerous 
bacteria on the surface of the skin is both more 
important and an easier matter than getting rid 
of saprophytic staphylococci which live not on 
but actually in its superficial layers; indeed 
“ scrubbing-up ” even increases the recoverable 
number of such comparatively harmless bacteria. 
This is a distinction which Dr. Ernst himself 
does not seem fully to Nevertheless 
the apparent incompatibility of his results with 
those obtained by others’ indicates clearly 
enough that the last word has yet_to be said 
in this difficult field of study. Other disin- 
fectants tested were spirit and alcohol in various 
forms, and iodine; unfortunately there were no 
tests of ether, organic mercury compounds, picric 
acid, flavine, or other dyes; these would have 
afforded an interesting comparison. A _ factor 
which had to be considered was the skin’s toler- 
ance of chemical treatment. Whatever roughness 
was produced, either in this way or by such 
harmless pursuits as tennis playing, the bacterial 
counts rose, as of course - did when there 
was any sort of skin lesion. he figures in the 
tables of results are somewhat more erratic 
even than those need be which are obtained 
by a quantitatively imperfect method, and it is 
unfortunate that they are not averaged for the 
sake of closer comparison. Nevertheless this 
is a careful and interesting study.” 


* * * * * 


POISONING OF FISH BY DERRIS 


The Ministry of Agriculture and _ Fisheries 
again draws attention to the poisoning of fish 
which may be caused by the presence in rivers 
or streams of solutions or powders containing 
derris root or rotenone or any preparation made 
from derris root. Derris oe are now 
used in_agriculture and horticulture. 
Under the Warble Fly {Dressing of Cattle) Order 
of 1936 derris dressings are prescribed for the 
treatment of cattle infested with warble fly; and 
derris preparations are also in use as insecti- 
cides for the control of certain insect pests of 
fruit and vegetable crops. 

When using derris preparations care should 
be taken to prevent any of the solution or 
powder entering rivers or streams containing 

sh. The practice of the washing, or the indis- 
criminate dumping, of containers of derris pre- 
parations in rivers or streams is to be strongly 
condemned. The Ministry accordingly appeals 
to all users of derris insecticides to take every 

ossible precaution to prevent the poisoning of 
resh water fish from this cause. 


* * * * * 
HOUSSAY’S WORK ON THE PITUITARY 


Commenting that it is only during recent years 
that Houssay’s brilliant work has become widely 
known, the British Medical Journal, in a recent 
issue, states: “For 25 years Professor B. A, 
Houssay has studied the pituitary glands of 
amphibians, and it has been mainly through his 
work that the central position of this gland in 
the endocrine system has become so _ firmly 
established. Recognition of this was accorded 
by his appointment to the Dunham Lectureship 
at Harvard, and his lectures were published in 
the New England Journal of Medicine from May 
7th to June 4th last year. oussay dedicates his 


first lecture to the humble toad, on which so 
much of his work was carried out. Detailed 
studies were made of the effects of hypophy- 
sectomy on various parts and functions of the 
body. The re-establishment of the animal to 
normality after hypophysectomy was demon- 
strated after implantation of the appropriate 
tissue and by injection of extracts. It was shown 
that these therapeutic effects could be produced 
not only with tissue from the same species but 
also with tissue and extracts from mammalian 
pituitary, Although the actual pituitary hormones 
have not been individually isolated and 
chemically identified, it is become clear that 
the gland could be divided physiologically into 
the neuro-intermediate lobe and the principal 
lobe, the former corresponding to the posterior 
lobe in mammals and the latter to the anterior 
lobe. It is interesting to note that in the toad 
the neuro-intermediate lobe lies anteriorly and 
the principal lobe or pars glandularis posteriorly. 
A long series of experiments showed that the 
neuro-intermediate lobe is concerned’ with 
melanophore control, control of the arterioles and 
capillaries, and hence of the blood pressure, 
regulation of the activity of the kidney and of 
the skin, and with water metabolism; and that 
it contains powerful oxytocic substances. The 
principal lobe was shown to contain or secrete 
gonadotropic and thyrotropic substances and 
stimulators of growth. Among many other most 
interesting effects perhaps the most striking was 
the intimate connection found to exist between 
the pituitary and diabetes. Houssay was the 
first to demonstrate clearly that in the absence 
of the ‘ anterior’ lobe of the pituitary pancreatic 
and phloridzin diabetes are attenuated and the 
animals retain and consume glucose. Conversely, 
extracts of the ‘anterior’ pituitary antagonise 
insulin and accentuate the diabetic manifesta- 
tions, and, further, it was observed _ that 
‘anterior’ pituitary extracts can produce diabetes 
in normal animals. The fact that hypophy- 
sectomised animals have a greatly increased 
sensitivity to insulin is thus readily understood, 
as are she the well-recognised leensaria and 
hyperglycaemia of acromegaly, where an acido- 
phil adenoma of the pars glandularis causes an 
over-production of the anti-insulin hormone. 
How far human diabetes may be in part due to 
pituitary over-secretion remains to be seen, but 
recent evidence suggests that the blood of 
diabetics contains an anti-insulin agent. The 
importance of the pituitary in the proper func- 
tioning of the gonads and the thyroid is now well 
known, and the profound structural changes 
which they undergo after hypophysectomy were 
clearly demonstrated by*Houssay. Evidence was 
also obtained that in some obscure way the 
pituitary and the pancreas are necessary for 
the proper functioning of the parathyroids; but 
more work is required on this subject. The 
osition at present is best summed up in 
oussay’s own words:— . 


“The pituitary is the central organ of the 
endocrine constellation, as it is necessary for 
the development and maintenance of the 
anatomical and functional integrity of the other 
internal secretory organs... the “ anterior” 
pituitary lobe, because of its actions on growth, 
metabolism, and the endocrine glands, is neces- 
sary for the development and maintenance of 
the individual in a normal state, and because 
of its actions on the sexual and reproductive 
systems it is necessary for the maintenance of 
the species . the posterior or  neuro- 
intermediate lobe is inferior functionally to the 
anterior or principal lobe.’ ” 


| 
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who is not a member of the profession but who 
Correspondence is interested in it and also in horses. He has 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on ‘luesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


AN ADRIAN JONES EQUESTRIAN GROUP 
APPEAL FUND FOR ACQUIREMENT BY THE 
RoyAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
To tHe Eprrorn oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—May IL be allowed the courtesy of your 
columns for the purpose of informing the profes- 
sion of a very welcome offer which has been 
made to the Royal Veterinary College, London. 

Mr. Adrian Jones, that distinguished sculptor 
and creator of the Quadriga and other master- 
pieces of art which adorn London and other 
places, has very generously offered to the School 
mentioned above a_ beautifully executed eques- 
trian group entitled Duncan’s Horses. This 
group has for several years been loaned to the 
Crystal Palace authorities and has rested in its 
grounds until a few weeks ago. On the occasion 
of the disastrous fire which, most lamentably, 
destroyed that national edifice, Duncan’s Horses 
fortuitously escaped all but minor and easily 
repaired injuries. 

The group is about ten feet high and some 
seven or eight feet across its base and, as will 
be seen from the reproduction of a photograph, 
it is a beautiful piece of work, 

A goodly sum is necessary to defray the 
expenses which will be incurred in moving the 
statue, repairing the injuries referred to above, 
‘asting in bronze (it is at present in plaster 
‘ast), and the construction of a granite pedestal 
and foundations. The cost of these services has 
been estimated at approximately £1,800 and the 
object of this letter is to appeal to the profession 
for donations the sum total of which will, it is 
hoped, allow the Royal Veterinary College to 
proceed with the work, 

The Governors of the College have agreed, to 
accept the statue but it will be understood that 
they are not in a position to make an appeal 
for something which can neither be described 
as coming under the heading of construction 
nor education. Moreover, it is the express wish 
of Mr. Adrian Jones that the cost incurred 
should be as far as possible defrayed by subscrip- 
tions provided by veterinary surgeons, and I 
might remind your readers that Mr. Adrian 
Jones, in addition to being an eminent sculptor, 
is also a veterinary surgeon, having graduated 
from the London College in 1865. Sir Frederick 
Hobday and Professor J. B. Buxton, the Principal 
and Acting Principal of the College, have both 
expressed their keen desire to acquire the statue. 

I have already made advances to a gentleman 


most generously promised the magnificent sum 
of £500, and all will agree that this makes a 
splendid send-off to what I am sure will be a 
popular appeal. I regret that I am not at liberty 
to give the name of this benefactor to the cause 
for which I appeal, as he wishes to remain 
anonymous. 

Several members of profession have 
already promised sums, and lists of subscribers 
will be published from time to time. 

Will those members of the profession who 
subscribe to this appeal kindly send their 
donations to Lieut.-Colonel P, J. Simpson, b.s.o., 
uP., Knowle Croft, Shoppenhangers Road, 
Maidenhead. Cheques should be made payable 
to “The Adrian Jones Statue Appeal Fund.” 

I hope most sincerely that the profession will 
subscribe liberally to this very worthy object 
and so assist in providing a lasting monument 
to one of its most distinguished graduates. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours obedient servant, 
G. W. DuNKIN. 

National Institute for Medical Research, 

Farm Laboratories, 
Mill Hill, 
N.W.7. 
June 10th, 1937. 


THE “ MISS ALEEN CUST” MEMORIAL FUND 
To ‘rue Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—We hope that you will be so kind as 

to publish the third list of subscribers to the 

above Fund. 

This Fund is being kept open for a few 
months longer so that anyone desiring to con- 
tribute to it may do so, 

We wish to thank all those who have 
subscribed and hope that there will be many 
more contributors. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. L. WILLIAMS, 
O. B. Woopwarp, 

Walpole House, (Joint Treasurers). 

Burton-on-Trent, 
June 14th, 1937. 
Women Students, Royal Veterinary College, 

London, 

Members of the Liverpool University Veterinary 

Society. 

Members of the Women’s Union, Glasgow 

Veterinary College. 

Major T. Dalling. 

Captain M. T. Sadler, 

Captain M. C. S. Sadler. 

Mrs. K. G. Kelly. 

Mrs. P. M. Kon. 

Miss A. Copithorne. 

Miss M. G, Tattersall. 

Miss M. C. Jordan, 

Miss B. A, Hutton. 

Miss K, M. Sanderson. 


DUNCAN’S HORSES 


ADRIAN JONES, M.v.0., M.R.C.V.S., 
late Veterinary Officer, Ist Life Guards. Sculptor, 


Beauteous and swift, minions of their race, 
Turned wild in nature, broke their stalls, flung 
out 
Contending *gainst obedience, as they would 
make 
War with mankind. 
“°Tis said they eat each other ” 
Macbeth, Act. Il, Se. 4. 
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lo: Miss L. 
Stafford; Miss 
Burton-on- 


may be sent 
Foregate Street, 
Walpole House, 


Subscriptions 
Williams, 35, 
O. B. Woodward, 
Trent, Staffs. 

*k * & * 
TUBERCULOSIS (ATTESTED 
SCHEME 

To THe Eprron oF THE VETERINARY RECORD | 

Sir, — Reading through the — Tuberculosis 
(Attested> Herds) Scheme (England and Wales), 
1937, it appears that the country practitioner Is 
now being given a golden opportunity to substan- 
tiate his claim to be indispensable to the 
initiation of the required measures for the 
cleaning up of individual herds by means of the 
application of the tuberculin test, and in this 
way to show his enthusiasm for the eradication 
of tuberculosis from the herds of his clients. 

In order to do this, it should be his duty, in 
the first place, to interest all his clients who are 
owners of herds, in the scheme; explaining the 
advantages, both financial and otherwise, of 
owning an “ Attested” herd. Having done this 
it is now “up to” the practitioner to clean ot 
the herd to the standard laid down in paragraph 
7. When under his testing and supervision this 
has been reached, the owner may apply for 
financial assistance from the Ministry for the 
cost of up to a further four tests, these tests to 
be carried out by the owner’s veterinary surgeon. 

When the requirements as laid down in para- 
graph 2 have been reached, an “ Official Test” 
under the terms of paragraph 3 will be carried 
out by the Ministry and if this proves satisfactory 
a certificate is granted and the herd registered. 

If the findings of the practitioner are corrobor- 
ated by the “ Official Test” then the further 
lesting is left in the hands of the practitioner 
concerned: except that the Ministry has the right 
lo apply an “ Official Test” at any time if if 
should be thought necessary. 

It will thus be seen that practically from first 
lo last the success of this scheme lies in the 
hands of the general practitioner, 

I would, therefore; appeal to these gentlemen 
to make themselves thoroughly acquainted with 
the terms of the scheme, to bring themselves 
up to date in the application of the test, and to 
enter the scheme with enthusiasm. 

The veterinary profession has boasted (and 
with truth) that it has, in the past, eradicated 
certain diseases; let it now B cvnen that it is 
capable of doing so in the future. 

It did not appear to me that your Editorial 
in the Veterinary Record of June 5th laid 
sufficient emphasis on the very important part 
that the practitioner will play in the carrying 
out of this Scheme: that has prompted me to 
write this letter. 


THE HERDS) 


Yours truly, 

P. J. Simpson. 

Maidenhead. 
June 14th, 1937, 


* * * * * 


HUMANE KILLERS 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir-—In your issue of May 15th (p. 622), you 
called attention to the fact that veterinary sur- 
geons who require to be in_ possession of a 
humane killer, must obtain a firearm certificate. 
By the provisions of Sec. 3 (3) (c) of the 


Firearms Act, 1937, a certificate to be in posses- 
sion of a humane killer will be granted to a 
veterinary surgeon, and will be renewed, without 
fee, if the Chief Officer of Police concerned is 
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satisfied that it relates solely to the slaughtering 
instruments or ammunition therefor which the 
applicant requires for the slaughter of animals. 
In the case of a practice where there are part- 
ners, or assistants, each partner or assistant who 
may be required to use the humane killer must 
have firearm certificate to authorise his 
possession of the weapon. 
Yours faithfully, 
FRED BULLOCK, 
Secrelary. 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10, Red Lion Square, 

London, W.C.1, 

June 8th, 1937. 

* * 
ELECTROCUTION OF 

To THE EpbITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—As manufacturers of the electrocution 
‘abinets now in general use in this country, we 
have read with interest the letters from Captain 
Hume and Mr. Johns published in recent issues. 
We have been making electrocution apparatus 
for the past 23 years, and can assure Captain 
Hume that we knew the current necessary to 
destroy a dog humanely long before he obtained 
his figures from America. 

Now that the N.V.M.A. Euthanasia Committee’s 
report is published perhaps the figures relating 
to our apparatus contained therein will convince 
him that we allow an ample safety margin. 
Also, had we and the users of the cabinets felt 
that any useful purpose would have been served 
by fitting milliammeters this would have been 
done long ago, since no efforts are spared to 
make the apparatus thoroughly reliable. 

With regard to the humane destruction of cats, 
we should be very interested to know in what 
way Captain Hume would apply the current of 
20 milliamperes (which he states is sufficient) 
lo these animals in order consistently to destroy 
them humanely in the hands of the average 
operator, who, after all, is more concerned with 
the very much alive animals brought to him 
than with drugged ones used in laboratory 
experiments, 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
H. FARADAY RopBerts, 
Chief Engineer, General Electrical 
Construction and Maintenance, Lid. 
35, Cannon Street, 


ae 


June 7th, 1937. 

ANOTHER CASE*OF GRASS DISEASE 

To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—Following on the heels of the case which 
I reported in your issue of June 5th, IT have 
had another case to which [I was called in 
consultation by a neighbouring colleague (1 will 
not mention his name, as naturally he may 
prefer to describe it from start to finish) in West 
Sussex. 

On this case (anti-perfringens)* serum was 
tried at once, but with no result, and the horse 
died. The chief differences between this case 
and my own, were that in this case there was 
complete paralysis of the intestines, no action 


* 


DOGS AND CATS 


*That is to say, anti-welchii serum. Clostridium 
welchii is now widely accepted as the proper 
name for the organism concerned, and it is 
asked that authors will use it in preference to 
B. perfringens, B.-enteritidis sporogenes or other 
synonyms.—Editor. 


| 
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being obtained; and the marked salivation and 
violent anti-peristaltic waves up the oesophagus 
were absent. In both cases there was marked 
tenderness over the region of the larynx and 
discomfort when this region was manipulated. 
A Scotch colleague has stated that it will be 
a bad job for the English farmer when this 
disease advances from the Tweed. It apparent] 
is doing so, and is accompanying our Scotch 
colleagues “down South.” I hope it will not 
necessitate us putting a “ quota” on the number 
of Scottish immigrants! 
Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. Tutt, F.R.Cc.v.s. 
Winchester. 


R.C.V.S. COUNCIL ELECTION 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I desire through your columns _ to 
express my sincere thanks to Fellows and Mem- 
bers who kindly recorded their votes in my 
favour at the recent election to the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. F. Craia. 

The University of Liverpool, 

Department of Veterinary Pathology, 
2 and 44, Bedford Street North, 
June 7th, 1937. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—May I be permitted to trespass on your 
space in order that I may thank all those who 
recorded their votes for me at the last election 
to Council, R.C.V.S. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. J. Srmpson. 

Knowle Croft, 

Shoppenhangers Road, 
Maidenhead, 
Berks. 
June 8th, 1937. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I should be glad if you would permit me 
to express my sincere thanks to all the members 
of the profession who supported me at the recent 


election, 
Yours faithfully, 
R. Sm™pson. 
The Courts, 
Carlisle. 


June 15th, 1937. . 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I wish to thank those members of the 
profession who so kindly recorded their votes 
Ny Peel in the recent election to Council, 
I S 


Yours faithfully, 
W. K. Townson. 
Brackley, 
Park Crescent, 
Peterborough. 


June 13th, 1937. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I trust that you will allow me space in 
which to express my sincere thanks to the 
Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. who voted 
for me at the recent Council election. 

The overseas votes, which I missed, had 
obviously a considerable bearing in this election. 
To Professor Craig, who has been elected to 
fill the vacancy, I wish to add = congratula- 
tions. He, I believe, appreciates the value and 
necessity of the private practitioner and his 
proven ability is well known to us all. 

Yours faithfully 
E. C. Wesster. 
11, King Street, 
Lancaster. 


June 7th, 1937. 


Diseases of Animals Acts 


SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


Foot-— 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic§ Sheep | Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. | Fever 
| | slaugh- breaks 
Out- | Out- tered as || reported Out- | Out- Swine 
Period. breaks | Animals | breaks | diseased || by the] Animals|) breaks breaks | slaugh- 
con- |attacked.|| con- or ex- Local | attacked.|) con- | con- tered. 
| firmed. | firmed. | posed to ||Authori- firmed. | firmed 
| infection. | ties. | 
| No. | No. | No No. | No. | No. || No. || No. | No. 
Period 16th to 3lst May, 1937 59 73 — | — 5 6 2 i; 61 33 
Corresponding period in | 
24 | — 3 6 3 | 88 
1935 20 27 2 4 2 | 90 40 
1934 one 19 | — 3 3 9 || 106 79 
Total Ist January to 3lst | | | 
May, 1937 ... - ose 358 410 3 262 77 114 116 | 500 303 
Cc onding period in 
36 237 281 4 379 68 203 135 933 664 
1935 210 32 10,111 64 97 178 753 355 
1934 || 202 | 214 2 81 | 129 324 =|) +689 403 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


Norte.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. ee 


